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By Hangar LOPEZ 
Opinion Editor 


' Northern Essex Community 
College and the Contemporary 
Affairs club played host to the Mayor 
of the city of Haverhill James 
Fiorentini on Wednesday, April 15. 

Fiorentini stopped by Northern 
Essex to primarily discuss how the 
recession affects cities at the local 
level and what steps are being taken 
to combat it. 

- Fiorentini simply stated, “All of 
you know this is a terrible global 
recession and as a result of the reces- 
sion I want you to understand how 
this filters down to. the local level. 
Fewer people are at work so they 
have less money to spend. People are 
underemployed so there’s less money 
in the state’s sales tax.” 

Also addressed was the fact that 

* since not many are willing to build 
and develop new projects for the 
Haverhill area it takes away future 


income and puts a strain on the. 


already limited budget. The lack of 
construction is speculated to take 
away more than half of $2 million out 
of the budget. 

The budget for Haverhill is divid- 
ed so that 85 percent goes towards 
schools, police officers and the- fire 
department. Fiorentini stated, “85 
percent of our budget is police, fire 
and schools. That’s what our budget 
is basically.- All of the rest has 
already been cut back in that remain- 
ing 15 percent so if we have to make 
cuts there is no place to cut except 
police fire and schools.” 


Art and Beelgir student Michael Christie created a labyrinth for his 

honors service learning project on Tuesday, April 14. The labyrinth is 
used as a path for meditation and refection, and was walked by. 
aay 200 members of the NECC i abi erts 


The strain on the budget is so 
severe that even if Haverhill City 
Hall was completely eliminated the 
next budget cuts are still going to 
affect the police, fire department and 
school system. 

Another concerning issue was 
that despite state aid was being 
trimmed down, health care costs 
would rise, “While state aid is going 
down by $5 million health care costs 
are going up. Our health care costs 
should go up by $2 million next 
year,” said Fiorentini. 

One of the propositions was to 
switch all public employees to the 
state healthcare plan. The way the 
state healthcare plan works is that the 
state employees make $15 copay- 
ments and pay fairly low premiums. 
After state workers have been 
employed by the city for 10 years 
they are guaranteed pension and 
health care. 

“Who wouldn’t want a job like 
that? Anybody? You take 80 percent 
of your health benefits and you pay 
15 bucks when you go to the doctor 
and after you’ve worked with us for 
10 years we’ll pay for the rest of your 
life,” added Fiorentini. 

Tt wasn’t all doom and gloom 
however as Fiorentini explained 
some of the different steps that could 
be taken in order to save and raise 
revenue. For example Fiorentini 
announced that Southwick clothing 
was coming to Haverhill and it was 
going to create 325 jobs. 

Another means of revenue that 
was being considered was the intro- 
duction of a local meals tax. 
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Mayor James _ Fiorentini 
speaking at NECC on April 15. 


Fiorentini felt that this would be a 
suitable way to raise taxes that was 
subtle enough that residents wouldn’t 
mind. 

“We don’t have another source of 
revenue so we have to make devastat- 
ing budget cuts in services. The rev- 
enue that I think would be easiest to 
swallow is a local meals tax. 
Governor Patrick has proposed this 
and the legislature thus far is not far,” 
said Fiorentini. 

Finally the last step proposed was 
to try to get more people into the 
Haverhill area by developing in the 
city and through the recycling of old 
buildings. The major goal is to build 
around the train station and the 
downtown area. 


Save Parnassus 
# Lit mag receives cuts 
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Senate holds 
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Northern Essex 
Community College 


closed meetings 


Budget decisions not 
being made in 
the open 


By JULIE VARNEY — 
Editor-in-Chief 


The Student Senate Finance 
Committee recently completed its 
budget decision making process in a 
series of closed meetings seemingly 
in violation of the Massachusetts 
Open Meeting Laws. 

The Finance Committee is a four- 
member subcommittee of the Student 
Senate that decides the annual budg- 
et allocations for registered student 
clubs and organizations at NECC. 

At the senate meeting on April 8, 
the Finance Committee announced it 
would hold a private meeting in 
which to conduct budget discussions. 

A reporter for the Observer 
requested to attend the meeting but 
was told by Assistant Coordinator of 
Student Activities and Engagement 
Amy Zimmerman that the meeting 
was closed, and the reporter was not 
allowed to be present. 

Senate Treasurer Dan Pierce stat- 
ed the meeting was “confidential.” 

This closed meeting was in viola- 
tion of Massachusetts General Laws 
ch. 39, §§ 23A, 23B and 23C, also 
known as the Open Meeting Laws. 

According to the Open Meeting 
Laws, all meetings of a governmental 
body that serve a public purpose are 
“open to the public and any person 
shall be permitted to attend any meet- 
ing.” The attorney general has ruled 
that the statute applies to the 
University of Massachusetts. The law 
also extends to committees and sub- 
committees of the governmental 
body. 

Legally, there are no closed meet- 
ings according to the Open Meeting 
Laws. 

The only time a meeting can be 
closed to the press and public is when 
an executive session is called, which 
must be done at the open portion of a 
meeting and must conform to one of 
10 specific reasons for entering into 
an executive session, none of which 
apply in this case. 

The law states that the only legit- 
imate reasons are: discussion of rep- 
utation, character or physical condi- 
tion; to consider discipline, dis- 
missal, or complaints against a public 
officer, employee, staff member or 
individual; litigation strategy and 
collective bargaining; security per- 
sonnel or devices; investigation or 
charges of criminal misconduct or 
discussion of filing of criminal com- 
plaints; discussion of purchase, 
exchange, lease or value of real prop- 
erty; compliance with general or spe- 
cial law, or federal grant-in-aid 


requirements; preliminary screening 
of employment applicants; to meet or 
confer with a mediator; or to discuss 
trade secrets or confidential, compet- 
itively or other proprietary informa- 
tion. 

The law also states “concern that 
attendance by the press or members 
of the public may stifle candor is not 
a proper ground to. convene an exec- 
utive session.” 

The Massachusetts Attorney 
General’s Guide to the Open Meeting 
Law states “the purpose of the open 
meeting law is to eliminate much of 
the secrecy surrounding the delibera- 
tions and decisions on which public 
policy is based.” 

The Finance Committee met 
again in a closed meeting after the 
senate meeting on April 15. 

When Director of . Student 
Engagement Dina Brown, who advis- 
es the senate, was asked for the rea- 
son for the closed meeting and the 
applicability of the law, Brown said 
she was looking into whether the sen- 
ate is even required to follow the 
open meeting laws at all. 

“We're researching it,” 
said. 

Zimmerman also echoed this sen- 
timent. 

“If we have students there from 
all the clubs it would be disruptive 
and nothing would get done,” 
Zimmerman said. “I don’t know why 
they even have-to follow that law.” 

Not all members of the Student 
Senate agreed with student engage- 
ment officials. 

“Tt is supposed to be open, even I 
know that,” Senate President Brenda 
Caunter said of the senate meetings. 
“Any government meeting is open; I 
could go to the State House meet- 
ings.” 

Senate Vice President Babak 
Alian said, “There should be more 
transparency.” 

Dean of Student Life Nita 
Lamborghini made a_ distinction 
between the senate meetings, which 
are open to the public, and the Senate 
Finance Committee, which she says 
are not. 

“It’s not open because the 
Observer is a recipient (of these 
funds) and it’s a conflict of interest,” 
Lamborghini said. “The budget deci- 
sions being made* affect the 
Observer.” 

Lamborghini’s explanation for 
why the senate meetings are open, 
whereas the Finance Committee is 
closed, was that the Finance 
Committee is involved in the “deci- 
sion making process” and the senate 
is “just approving or not approving” 
the budget recommendations. 

“T think that fits the Open 
Meeting Law,” Lamborghini said. 
“Tt’s the practice at the college.” 

See Closed page 6 
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Student Senate eae 
some sunshine 


They’re elected or appointed. 
They make decisions and vote on mat- 
ters that affect all of us. And, they’re 
determining what to do with your 
money. 

They’re the Student Senate, and 
they’re your government at NECC. 

The budget decisions that the sen- 
ate are currently making affect every 
student at the college: every student 
who pays fees to the college, every 
student who is involved in a club on 
campus, every student on an athletic 
team and every student who plays 
ping pong in the rec center or works 
out in the fitness center. 

And we believe that these deci- 
sions that affect us should be made in 
the open. 

There is a reason the law that gov- 
erns this is called the Open Meeting 
Laws, and on this the law is clear. 

If the Student Senate creates the 
Finance Committee to discuss and 
decide budget matters, those meetings 
should be open to the public. 

The Student Senate isn’t a mock 


government, they are a real governing 
body, and they have the real power of 
the vote, and they’re playing with real 
money. 

While we recognize the commit- 
ment and hard work of the Senate 
Finance Committee members, fellow 
students, to take on the large task of 
determining the budget, especially 
during a time of budget crisis, we feel 
that their hard work is undermined by 
making these decisions in closed 
meetings. 

Professor of History and 
Government Steve Russell said it best 
when he stated in regards to the sen- 
ate, “Even if you did make arbitrary 
decisions, why would you want peo- 
ple to question if you did otherwise?” 

Now, the actions of the senate 
have left us with many questions. 

And, we feel that the ultimate 
responsibility lies with the advisers 
and administrators who oversee the 
senate to properly educate the students 
on the laws and procedures that must 
be followed for them to function, and 
be taken seriously, as a proper govern- 
ing body. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer @necc.mass.edu 
“Include Letter to Editor in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 


CRIME WAVE 
Eee oe Oe 


ELIZABETH DUNKEL, 
NIGHT SHIFT NURSE. 
ATTACKED WHILE 
LEAVING HOSPITAL. 
WATERBOARDED BY 
MAN IN DARK SUIT 
SHE READILY 
IDENTIFIES AS 
DICK GHENEY. 


AGE 11, WHO WAS 
GOING HOME AFTER 
A BASEBALL GAMIE. 
BURLY GUY LEAPS 
QUT OF SHADOWS 
AND WATERBOARDS 
ROY TWICE, PICKS 
CHENEY FROM 


ROBERT WADELL, 
CAB DRIVER. 

PASSENGER GRABS 
Mk WADELL FROM 
BEHIND, WATER- 
BOARDING HIM 
INSTANTLY. 
PROBABLY DICK 

_ CHENEY, HE SAYS. 


PHOTOGRAPHS. 


Katie Grayton, Nursing 
“Nothing. Tm only here part 
time.” 


Photos/Interviews by Hansel Lopez 


Dan Blanchard, Engineering 
Sciences 

“I actually don’t know anything 
about the student senate.” 


Sarah Modeen, Accounting Nigbel N: ainville, 
“Zero, I only have one class here _—‘International Relations 
and one online.” “I can derive a rough idea from 


the context.” 


April Vitulli, Early Childhood Francis Troche, Business 
Education Management 
“Really not that much. I would “Not much really.” 


love to learn more about it.” 


DOMESTIC.. 
WAITING FOR BUS 
WHEN BABBLING 


FIGIRE RESEMPLING i 


WATERBOARDING. 
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Parnassus needs to ¢g 


| NECCS acclaimed _ 
literary magazine is 
forced to cut corners 


_ By HANSEL Lopez 
Opinion Editor 
iit Okay so 
here’s the 
deal, it should- 


n't come as a 
surprise that in 
the age “of 
budget cuts 
- here at NECC 
» some of the 
™ student activi- 
_ ties were going to take a huge hit. 
It also shouldn’t be a surprise that 
Parnassus is one of the groups tak- 
ing huge amounts of damage. 

Yeah you know, Parnassus, the 
award winning literary arts maga- 
zine from NECC. If you don’t know 
Parnassus I suggest you stop check- 
ing your Facebook page all the time 
and pick up an issue, you might just 
bécome cultured. For those who 
follow the Observer (thanks for 
your support) you may have 
remembered reading already about 
this in the Dec. 3, 2008 issue in an 
article titled “Parnassus Woes.” 

Lack of readers’ aside (the 

- Observer knows your _ pain 
Parnassus) what really is hurting 


Political musings 
while enjoying a 
hearty breakfast 


By DAN PoTockI 
Correspondent 


_ GOP means Republicans, if you 

didn’t know that, you should have. 
Lets keep the thought train moving. 
Ah, jeez, I'm sorry. That was a 
rude way to open the piece. 

You, dear reader, will have to 
bear with me. I’m functioning on an 
hour and a half of sleep for the last 40 
hours and three cups of coffee, and 
it’s not good coffee, and I’m cold. 

However I do have a plate of 
grilled blueberry muffins and this 
makes the cruel world seem that 
much more friendly. 

Moving on, I’m going to hit a lot 
of topics here, so let’s keep our hands 
and feet inside the vehicle at all 
times. 

Actually it occurs to me now that 
you, dear reader, don’t have to bear 

with me, you can stop reading now. 
That’s okay, I don’t mind. However, 


the magazine is the budget cuts. 
Parnassus faculty advisor and over- 
all really cool guy, Patrick Lochelt, 
explains: “We’ve only been given 
the preliminary recommendation by 
the student senate based on the esti- 
mate of $3,100 which is down from 
this year’s which was about $4,800 
and the year before when we won 
the most recent awards that was a 


$6,800 budget so that’s literally 50. j 


percent off what we had.” 

Although Lochelt remains posi- 
tive on the issue and ensures us that 
“there will be a Parnassus no matter 
what. I’m going to fight for that and 
see what we can do,” the biggest 
fear seems to be having to cut some 
corners and hamper the quality of 
the magazine. 

Not all is lost since Parnassus 
seems to have a warrior mentality 
and refuses to silently accept the 
bitter hand that it is being dealt. 
There have been already two 
fundraisers held in order to salvage 
the budget and the budget issue is 
being lobbied to the student senate. 
Lochelt recognizes that. there are 
factors beyond the school’s control 
but is still passionate about 
Parnassus. 

“Obviously I’m being realistic 
with the economy and stuff like 
that. I’m not trying to ask for thou- 
sands and thousands of dollars but 
it does cost thousands of dollars to 


a little birdie told me that people who 
finish the article would get candy. 
But I digress. 

On second thought, there will be 
no candy. But I digress-some more. 

Grilled muffins are an excellent 
breakfast selection. 

When you are preparing your 
own breakfast you must balance the 
forces of time, effort, taste and 
chance of utter ridiculous failure 
because your eyes are spot-welded 
shut with that sand crap and you have 
a vicious hang over. 

Cereal is good on time and effort, 
okay on taste, and you will most like- 
ly not fail. An omelette is a whole 
different beast, it tastes wonderful, 
but there is a lot of time and effort 
that goes into its creation, and let’s 
face, your going to fail. This is where 
the grilled muffin comes in, for a lit- 
tle bit of time and effort, so long as 
you don’t scorch it like the heat 
shield of a space shutter, it will taste 
pretty good (the key is unsalted but- 


ter). As the divine way of the grilled: 


muffin is and has been known to me 
for some time, this is what I choose 
to make for breakfast. 

At 6:30 in the morning I found 
‘myself standing at the stove, the heat 
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Due to the unmerciful budget cuts, Parnassus has had to resort to other means of 
funding for its well-crafted work. Lochelt is seen here at Spring Jam on April 22. 


produce something that I think our 
students deserve” says Lochelt. 

I figure that the best way to 
ensure a decent budget for the mag- 
azine is to have more students show 
interest whether it be by submitting 
art themselves or simply picking it 
up from the stands and enjoying 


- others’ work. Senate and all of the 


having finally melted the crust off my 
eyes. I’m wearing family guy pajama 
pants, a gaudy button down Hawaiian 
shirt, bunny slippers and my hat to 
hold back my unkempt morning hair. 
Somehow CNN is on in the back- 


‘ground, I’m pretty sure I didn’t do 


that. The point of all this is to illus- 


- trate two things: one, no one can look 


cool in the morning, and two, I was 
totally not prepared for the epic 
whining I was about to hear. 

Once again the Republican party 
had wheeled our doom and gloom 
pundit to foreshadow the coming 
death of the Obama administration. 
The point of this man, whom I will 
refer to as Jabberjaw, like the 70’s 
musical shark cartoon (because I was 
too tired to see who it actually was), 
is that President Obama has such a 
cult of personality surrounding him 
that normal criticism just doesn’t 
stick. This nugget of thought bur- 
rowed deep into my brain and it was- 
n’t until later, about five minutes 
before I sat down to write this in fact, 
that it came bursting forth from my 
chest like the alien vaudeville singer 
from Spaceballs. 

Let me be clear, I voted for 
Obama, but I disagree with the man 


faculty movers and shakers are 
bound to take notice. 

The Parnassus crew puts in a lot 
of good work and the latest issue 
features guest spots from Haverhill 
native Andre Dubus III, author of 
the award winning novel “House of 
Sand and Fog” and poetry from 
NECC faculty Hannah Larrabee. 


on a great many points. Further I rec- 
ognize that it was not a landslide win 
for Obama, and that this country is 
actually deeply torn over this last 
election. But please, Republican 
National. Committee, I’m begging 
you, stop whining. It’s getting really 
pathetic. To me it seems clear that the 
party simply cannot come ‘to grips 
with the fact that the Bush adminis- 
tration ruined their credentials, John 
McCain couldn’t cut it by himself, 
and that Sara Palin should have been 
left in her box: labeled, “In case of 
emergency, break glass.” 

My big problem is the fact that 
the GOP is throwing everything they 
can against ‘the wall trying to see 
what sticks. This means that any real 
criticism they could make is lost in a 
torrent of idiocy. 

For instance, Obama bowing for 
the Saudi King and shaking hands 
with Hugo Chavez. I watched part of 
this “controversy” from a hospital 
bed, and that afforded me the unique 
opportunity to actually watch my 
blood pressure and heart rate spike. 

The fact that there is outrage 
about this is actually very telling. 

Obama is a diplomat, as the pres- 
ident should be. He is polite to for- 


On top of that there’s a good 
amount of fine work from some of 
NECC’s most decorated writers and 
artists including Alex Aro, Emma 
Ward and Lathon Jones Downing. 
Oh yeah don’t forget to check out 
the release party for the magazine 
on May 4 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 


e GOP, Obama and muffins 


eign leaders and willing to talk with 
our enemies. 

I think for the GOP this is very 
scary. Gone are the days of “Cowboy 
Diplomacy” where our president 
would stride into the global saloon, 
hand resting on his colt peacemaker, 
and in a kind of Pig English proceed 
to tell everyone in the room how God 
elected him, America is number one, 
and that you’re either with us or 
against us. 

True freedom doesn’t come at the 
end of a gun barrel and this explains 
why I voted for Obama. As much as I 
disagree with both members of the 
two party system, I’d rather debate 
the issues with a rational, well spo- 
ken diplomat in a national climate of 
political change than in the opposite. 

I want to publicly disagree with 
the spending this government is 
doing, but when that message gets 
lumped in with outrage over our 
President shaking hands with some- 
one, we all lose. 

As I sit here and eat my delicious 
muffins, I say to you, GOP, “Shame, 
shame on you for letting your whin- 
ing get in the way of progress.” 


We want to hear from you. 


Response to ESL letter 


Dear Editor, 

As a Northern Essex ESL Professor, I would like to 
answer Mr. Jorge Cirino’s letter to the editor entitled, 
“NECC’s ESL courses are unfair.” 

Having taught ESL at the college for 30 years, I have 
experienced the various changes our ESL curriculum has 
undergone over the years. One notable achievement in our 
ESL history took place when our curriculum won the right 
to have our ESL courses change from being non-credit 


bearing to credit-bearing courses. Another achievement 
came when our two highest-level courses (Advanced 
Integrated Writing Skills and Advanced Reading Skills) 
were each granted 6 graduation credits. These credits can 
usually be used at Northern Essex as liberal arts, humani- 
ties, foreign language, or open/free elective credits. 


Sincerly 
Jane Thiefels : ; 
Professor of English as a Second Language 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


Page 4 


NECC Observer April 29, 2009 


Do Lawrence police serve and protect? 


Negative perception 
has led to lack of 


support in Lawrence 


By JORGE CIRINO 
Correspondent 


Among 
Lawrence resi- 
dents, I have 
noticed a grow- 
ing lack of con- 
fidence in the 
Lawrence 
PeROlEe L Gare 
Department. 
It’s a bad thing 
when people 
lose hope and trust in the police 
because- whether it’s true or not- 
many people in Lawrence think that 
the police are corrupt. That’s why 
when a person gets killed on the 
streets, witnesses will act like they 
haven’t seen anything and keep their 
mouths shut. People refuse to say 
who killed that person or who stole 
something. 

But the negative perceptions of 
Lawrence Police are just that: per- 
ceptions, and when you look at the 
problem up close, it doesn’t hold up 
for all police officers, because there 
are men and women in every police 
department, including Lawrence, that 
put their lives at risk to take violent 
and crazy people off the streets. 

I’m grateful that police are there 
to keep the peace. 

But the truth must be faced, and 
there are some police officers that are 
racists, and who judge a person by 


the way they dress and it shouldn’t be 
like that, because clothes often do not 
indicate a person’s character. Some 
people like to dress with baggy 
clothes, but that doesn’t make them 
automatically gangsters. 

People are scared because when 
the Lawrence Police are having a bad 
night or the stress of their jobs gets to 
them, they take their anger out on 
anybody. I have personally witnessed 
many examples of this, which leads 
me to say that police officers need to 
know how to contol their anger. Cops 
that are burned out or abusive need to 


tively felt and fed by. frustrations. 

Another main reason why people 
dislike the Lawrence Police is 
because of when they act in an unpro- 
fessional way. I will give an example 
that happened to me a few years ago 
when I was 15 or 16. 

It was midnight and my four 
cousins and I were walking to my 
house, and one of my cousins spotted 
my older sister on the opposite side 
of the street walking to her friend’s 
house. So he started to yell out bad 
words to her, but being funny about 


Tr igi Gata. nen 


Another main reason why people 
-dislike the Lawrence Police is because of 
when they act in an unprofessional way. 


be identified and their problems dealt 
with. If they can’t take the pressure 
of being a police officer- and I don’t 
mean this in a disrespectful way- 
then they should pick another profes- 
sion that is not so stressful. Being a 
cop is not for everybody. 

Lately I have been noticing that 
even little kids are starting to dislike 
police officers too and that’s not good 
for the new generation coming up. 
The key to changing perceptions is to 
educate people when they are young. 
If these bad feelings keep growing, 
some day everybody in Lawrence is 
going to end up disliking police offi- 
cers, because the hate towards police 
tends to increase when it is collec- 


it. It was a dumb thing, but we were 
just kids. But a police officer hap- 
pened to ride by just then and thought 
that my cousin was talking about 
him. The police officer jammed his 
brakes, made a U-turn and pulled up 
in front of us. When he got out of his 
cruiser, I saw that his face was red, 
and he was very tense. He got in my 
cousin’s face yelling and challenging 
him to repeat what he said. My 
cousin told him that he wasn’t talking 
to him, but the police officer didn’t 
believe him and called for backup. 
Three police cruisers appeared quick- 
ly. One of the officers jumped out and 
became rude and aggressive. He 
began to yell at us saying, “Ah y’all 
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NOW HIRING PART-TIME 


PACKAGE HANDLERS 
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think y’all tough, huh? Y’all think 
you could talk to me like that?” 

We kept insisting that we weren’t 
talking to him. Meanwhile, my little 
cousin started to smile, because when 
he’s nervous, that’s what he does. But 
that enraged one of the police officers 
even more. So he asked my cousin 
what he was smiling at and grabbed 
him and started to choke him (My lit- 
tle cousin was 13-years-old). 

Then when he stopped choking 
him, another officer threatened to get 
his K-9 dog to attack us. Meanwhile, 
my sister had gone inside her friend’s 
house and didn’t see us get stopped 
until she was leaving her friend’s 
house and spotted us. We told the 
police officer that she was the one 
that my cousin was calling out to. My 
sister came over and verified this to 
the officers, but they still didn’t want 
to hear it. © 

That’s when my sister called my 


» mother. And thank God that my fam- 


ily lived nearby. My mother appeared 
quickly on the scene, and the police 
officers immediately changed the 
demeanor of their voices. They 
became calm and professional and 
told my mother to take us. home. 


Read the Observer online 


www.necc.mass.edu/observer 


Looking back over the incident 
now, it is clear that those police offi- 


cers overreacted over an incident that — 


was nothing at all. I relate this expe- 
rience not to say that all cops behave 
like this, but to demonstrate an exam- 
ple- I can give many more- of an 
unfortunate incident that destroys the 
faith and trust in the police. 

I don’t automatically dislike all 
Lawrence Police officers because I 


have several family members that are 


police officers. So I am aware that 


being a cop is a tough job. Cops deal 


with the lowest level of people on an 
everyday basis. Statistics tell us that 
cops have a higher rate of divorces, 
substance abuse and even suicide 
than other professions. Nevertheless, 
it is in their interest to cultivate a bet- 
ter relationship with the citizens of 
Lawrence. 

People in Lawrence should sup- 
port the police, but we need to know 


that when cops are unprofessional or — 


abusive, that the rules apply to them, 
too. Lawrence can have less crime if 
police follow rules and standards for 
professionalism and act to build up 
the people’s confidence, and not tear 
it down. : 


| 
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Why we should care for the arts 


Artistic expression 
should be treated as 
a vital part of society 


By KARL CHAMBERS 
Guest Columnist 


I love Paris. The City of Light 
still serves up the world’s greatest 
Cuisine in the world’s greatest restau- 
rants. Even better, one can still sit at 
a sidewalk table and smoke (quell 
horreur!) strong cigs and drink kir 
royale and pet the dog-and argue pol- 
itics. One can still visit a guillotine 
blade in the Musee de Police and 
ponder human rights. And on the 
Seine at night beside Notre Dame 
Cathedral one can sstill see 
Quasimodo’s shadow leaping among 
the bells in the towér. But most of all, 
one can breathe deeply of what the 
city does best: art, in all it grandest 
forms. 

Why, after all these centuries of 
turmoil and revolution, do Parisians 
celebrate art above all other human 
activities? What is it about the great- 
est operas, poetry, music, drama, 
dance, novels, painting, and sculpture 
that enables such grandeur to endure 
for generations? 

And why, with the world’s econ- 
omy in crisis and jobs evaporating 
like dew on a rock, should we contin- 
ue to study such ephemera as litera- 
ture and the visual arts and symphon- 
ic music? Would it not be more prac- 
tical to study, say, plumbing or Web 
2.0 marketing? The answer, I believe, 
is in the question. The generations. 
Art in its most exhilarating forms. 
binds us together — all of us who 
have ever lived — in our common 


humanity across centuries as nothing 
else can — not history, not technology, 
not even family. 

For example, I don’t know how 
my grandfather, long gone, felt about 
the burning issues of his time during 
the Jazz Age, from global war to 
romantic love. The crusty old Brit 
never chatted about these things with 
me. But I know what T. S. Eliot 
thought; I know Picasso’s point of 
view about bombs falling out of the 
sky; I can feel the powerful emotions 
in Stravinsky’s music. All great art in 
all time periods underscores our 
common reliance on each other as 
nothing else can. 

Once in the Louvre I spent sever- 
al hours studying the dozen sculp- 
tures that Michelangelo called “The 
Slaves.” Each was a life-size human 
figure struggling to emerge from the 
matrix of marble that imprisoned him 
or her. I felt an overpowering joy and 
grief at the same time — impossible in 
anything but great art — just as one 
feels in poems by Countee Cullen or 
in Mozart’s Requiem. We are all a 
part of each other. 

Great art has another function of 
inestimable value: it enables us to put 
our own personal experiences in the 
context of what others have felt 
through time’s lengthy lens. It helps 
us to cope. 

At 23 years of age I found myself 
one evening, along with three sailors, 
chugging up the Mekong River on a 
flat-bottom assault boat filled with 
explosives and ammunition. Some 
Marines upriver were waiting anx- 
iously for our resupply. 

The coxswain looked at me: 
“Where we headed, Mister C?” 

“Into the heart of darkness,” I 
said. 

Sir? 


The sailor didn’t recall seeing 
that name on any chart. He had never 
heard of Joseph Conrad, and 
Apocalypse Now would not be 
filmed for another twenty years. But 
Conrad’s insights enabled me to put 
my finger on precisely our predica- 
ment: we were in a life-threatening 
situation heading up a tidal river and 
would soon be high and dry with two 
tons of dynamite under our feet. At 
last I understood that darkness has a 
heart, and that I was in it. Without 
Conrad, I would have had no context 
in which to put my forebodings. 

“Stay mid-stream,” I said, “until 
midnight, when we’re scheduled to 
run out of water. Then we roast 
marshmallows and sing camp songs 
until the Marines find us. Or 
Charlie.” 

“Roger that, boss,” the coxswain 
said, “I’m voting for the Marines.” 

We ran out of water early, at 
11:30 p.m. I gave strict orders: no 
radio calls, no smoking (I know, you 
wouldn’t think smoking would come 
up seeing as how we were in a boat 
full of fireworks and all, but sailors 


are sailors), a cold supper, and defi- _ 


nitely no talking. We were fine for 
about ten minutes until the full blaz- 
ing moon came up — the same moon 
that had pulled the tide out from 
under us — and bathed us in lime- 
light. 

Now we were scared. So much 
for stealth. Any passing patrol would 
see us. To help calm some nerves, I 
said I was reminded of that great 
scene in Cyrano where the long- 
nosed musketeer pretended that he 
had just fallen from the moon down 
to earth and landed in a tree. The 
sailors, glad for a diversion and hav- 
ing nothing better to do, played 
along. Thankfully it’s a complicated 


The fate of journalism 


Newspapers are 
becoming a thing of 
the past 


By THOMAS KIENJE 
Correspondent — 


Recent events at the Boston 
Globe have once again ignited dia- 
logue on the demise of newspapers 
and periodicals. As the Globe con- 
fronts questions on its own mortali- 
ty, newspapers and periodicals, as a 
whole, find that their own fates hang 
on a balance. The newspaper indus- 
try is gripped in the throes of an 
existential breakdown, and finds 
itself in a precarious predicament, 
on the verge of extinction. The 
Globe, a subsidiary of the New York 
Times, is losing $85 million a year, 
hemorrhaging jobs and facing shut- 
down, this according to the New 
York Times. 

Other newspapers like the 
Boston Herald, although not in such 
dire straits, have lost a percentage of 
their workforce, and are contemplat- 
ing outsourcing printing operations. 
This is but a microcosm of a situa- 
tion that is endemic across the coun- 
try, and with no end in sight. 

In order for us to fully under- 
stand what ails this flagging indus- 
try, there is a fundamental precept 
that cannot be ignored. The press is 
regarded as the fourth estate, and its 


primary responsibility is to the pub- 
lic. Newspapers should provide the 
medium for the public to fully par- 
ticipate in a democracy. The indus- 
try has become a conduit for ideo- 
logical entities, depended upon 
political affiliation, and mostly with 
no regard for the populace. They 
also wallow in a sense of invincibil- 
ity, fostered by the fact, that there is 
conglomeration in print media. 
Oligarchal media moguls control 
editorial boards, and as a result the 
industry has become bereft of ideas 
and independent thought. 

Also the focus has changed pre- 
dominantly to profit margins and 
bottom lines, quantity instead of 
quality; the latter unfortunately is 
not aligned with an increasingly 
technologically savvy public. As the 
profits grow, so do the cost struc- 
tures with no consideration to the 
changing times, or the constant need 
to adapt. As a matter of fact, most 
businesses when faced with shrink- 
ing sales and profits margins have 
looked to reinventing, streamlining, 
or both. There are also those who put 
forth the idea of government bailout, 
an idea that would further compro- 
mise the integrity of the medium. 
The government as we all know 
should never have any influence on 
the media. : 

Also, there is the advent and 
maturation of the internet, which, 
like its predecessor the printing 
press, has proven to be revolution- 


ary. According to the Newspaper 


Association of America, the inter- 
net’s impact has been particularly 
disruptive at large metro papers with 
higher cost structures and greater 
independence on classified advertis- 
ing. The same technology that 
threatens to overwhelm and devour 
the industry encourages it to inno- 
vate, and move past the constrictions 
of 20th century monopoly cost 
structures that weigh it down. To me 
the key to success lies in digital 
sales, not increases in the price of 
newspapers. There is a need to do a 
better job leveraging sales forces, 
and harnessing the hidden potential 
that lies within the digital advertis- 
ing world, but instinctively not for- 
getting the fundamental principles 
that are the cornerstone of journal- 
ism. We should train and give incen- 
tives to those sales avenues of oper- 
ation so they can tap into the vast 
potential that internet giants like 
Google and Yahoo have. 

The economy is also not doing 
this industry any favors. With the 
recession, the general idea is to but- 
ton up and not take any risks. There 
is little room to make mistakes, and 
that is not conducive for any busi- 
ness. The idea that we should let the 
print media go the way of the type- 
writers and VCR’s is not acceptable. 
This would be tantamount to giving 
up our First Amendment rights, and 
an integral component of the demo- 
cratic apparatus. 


scene and involves a_ beautiful 
woman and took some time to 
explain. 

Around 1 a.m. we heard a voice 
from the bushes on the near bank. 
“Chambers! That you?” 

It was my friend Mose, a Marine 
lieutenant, a Texan with his own flair 
for drama. “If you swabbies are done 
with the bedtime stories,” he said, 
“we could sure use some bullets.” 

It seems we had gotten through 
the trip safely, four human beings and 
two fictional characters, all real. 

Hamlet, in the famous tragedy, 
asks himself our central question: 
why should we care so much about 
something as gossamer as art? Does 
not real life and blood suffice? How, 
for example, is it possible for some 
long-ago poet to have such hold on us 
today? A passing troupe of actors 
shows up at the castle and the prince 
asks for a “passionate speech.” The 
players need little prompting (some 
things never change) and launch into 
a scene about the murder of Priam, 
king of Troy, and Hecuba, his queen. 

The actor/narrator gives it his all 
and in the end sheds real tears for the 
tragic yet fictional queen, slain bru- 
tally by Greek warriors. Hamlet is 
chastened. He himself has not yet 
wept for the sudden death of the king, 
his own father, and yet here is a play- 
er, a traveling vagabond, sobbing for 
a character who never lived in some 
play that few can remember. Hamlet 
is beside himself. 

HAMLET 

What’s Hecuba to him, or he to 
Hecuba, 

That he should weep for her? 
What would he do 

-Had he the motive and the cue for 
passion 

That I have? He would drown the 


stage with tears... 

Hamlet and Shakespeare both 
knew that great art has the power to 
move us and linger in our memories 
and make us more fully human, help- 
ing to make life worth the living no 
matter what else happens. What’s 
Don Giovanni to you that you should 
weep for him? What are 
Michelangelo’s “slave” sculptures to 
me that I would weep for us all? 
What’s Faust to any of us, that we 
would feel emptied when he sells his 
soul to the devil? What’s poor old 
demented Don Quixote, astride his 
spavined horse Rocinante and tilting 
at windmills, to any of us? How is it 
that we can all identify with the old 
knight, and change his soul for ours, 
and go a-tilting after our own wind- 
mills? 

Pll tell you how: it’s art. 

Great art never has a musty smell 
or a patina of dust. It’s living. Some 
of it is old, sure, but lots of it is brand 
new. And you find it in the oddest 
places, such as that quirky James 
Bond movie, Diamonds Are Forever. 
The title song is about a woman 
named Tiffany, a double-agent spy, a 
street-smart dame who has been 
poorly treated by the men in her life. 
She’s lived long enough to know the 
truth of things: 

Diamonds Are Forever 
Sparkling round my little finger. 
Unlike men, the diamonds linger... 

I don’t need love! 
For what good will love do me? 
Diamonds never lie to me. 
For when love’s gone 
They’ ll lustre on... 

Did you get that part about lust in 
the word “lustre”? Ain’t that grand? 


Professor Karl Chambers is an 
NECC faculty member. 


Open up your mind 


Americans should be 
more willing to 
expose themselves 


By AARON Foss 
Correspondent 


No, not in 

. the “wearing a 
. trench coat and 
showing 
strangers your 
tackle” type of 
way. As 
_ humans, we are 
a pretty egotis- 
, tical species. 
“sarees We seem to 
think that we are the best and bright- 
est to ever walk the Earth and while 
we can claim for sure that we have 
certainly had a greater impact on the 
planet, most of it has been negative. 
But as a species, we have survived a 
long time, some races and societies 
for thousands of years. In that time, 
there has been a lot going on. People 
have been..-well, pretty busy. 

I think as Americans we are by 
far the biggest egoists of any country. 
We have raced to the top of the geo- 
graphical food chain with our for- 
merly dominant economy, technical 
achievements, and victories while 
policing the world and fighting tyran- 
ny. All this in just a little over two 
centuries. Not bad for something that 
started with just a few guys who were 
sick of paying taxes on their tea. 

But our culture as Americans, 
because of our true melting pot sta- 


tus, is a mixed and mingled jumble of 


bits and pieces from every other 
country in the world. Other worldly 


cultures have influenced, or are 
directly responsible, for most every- 
thing in American culture. NASCAR 
can trace its roots back to the Roman 
chariot races, the bluegrass and coun- 
try music so distinctly ours finds 
itself rooted in Celtic and Irish sound. 
I guess we have a few things, like fast 
food drive-throughs and the atomic 
bomb, but quite honestly anything I 
can think of that is an “American 
original” isn’t anything we should be 
too proud of. 

Our reality show, chain restau- 
rant lifestyles are something I try to 
avoid essentially. I mean you can call 
Uno’s, Applebees or Chili’s your 
favorite place to eat and argue the 
merits of American Idol versus 
Survivor all you want. The bottom 
line is they all serve the same kind of 
food and each show is painful to 
watch. I get out and explore, I use the 
myriad of race, creed and heritage 
that this country blends so seamless- 
ly to allow myself to take in all I can 
from each without having to ever 
travel that far from home. With just a 
little effort, you can find all sorts of 
differing cultural activities in your 
own backyard. 

It doesn’t even have to be a big 
step, try watching a BBC soccer 
matchup or eating some Indian food 
if you’ve never tried it. We can all 
check our American egos at the door 
and truly take advantage of the 
opportunity we have, you just have to 
want to do it. So visit that Native 
American powwow, grab some pad 
Thai, and throw on that foreign 
movie with the subtitles you rented. 
Only by exposing yourself to the dif- 
ferences there are, can you make sure 
you’re not missing out on something 
you might truly like. 
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Contemporary Affairs 


Club Meeting 


The Contemporary Affairs 
club presénts “All politics is local: 
What’s wrong with NECC?” at its 
meeting on Wednesday, April 29 
at 12 p.m. in room C 107. Free 
pizza will be served. 

For more information, contact 
club President Joe Donlon at don- 
lonjoseph@comeast.net. 


Craft fair and book sale 


Handmade soaps, lotions, 
candles, jewelry and lip balm 
will be sold at a craft fair on 
Wednesday, April 29 from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. in the C building lobby. 
The fair is presented by the 
Conference and Event 
Management class 


Women’s Network events 


The Women’s Network is 
sponsoring two guest speakers. 

On Friday, April 24 from 12 
to 1 p.m. in SC 213, Barbara 
Babkirk, the owner of Heart at 
Work, a career counseling busi- 
ness, will offer a presentation, 
“Feel Revitalized and Balanced in 
Your Life.” This presentation will 
address issues of work/life bal- 
ance and provide useful informa- 
tion to create a healthier lifestyle. 

On Friday, May 8 from 12 to 
1 pm. in SC 106 Suzanne 
O’Connor, a national speaker 
known for her practical, creative 
and humorous time-saving tac- 
tics, will offer a presentation, 
“Who’s Driving Your Bus? 
Empowering Yourself and 
Others.” This presentation will 
provide realistic strategies to val- 
idate yourself and take control of 
your life. 


To reserve a seat, contact |. 


Ginny Anderson at 
ganderson@necc.massmedu. 


Apple Ipod workshop 


The NECC Computer Club is 
hosting an Ipod workshop on 
Tuesday, May 5 from 12 to 2 p.m. 
in TC 214. An RSVP is required, 
contact Ethel Schuster at eschus- 
ter@necc.mass.edu. 


College for Kids and 
Arts Alive summer camps 


Arts Alive for children ages 
6-8 is a creative arts camp. 
Children attend one week ses- 
sions centered around different 
themes including Theater, Art 
Explore and Science Detective. 

College for Kids for children 
ages 9 tol4 is a program where 
students take three courses a day 
including but not limited to movie 
making, digital photography, the- 
ater, biology, creative writing, 
Shakespeare, cartooning, robot- 
ics, fashion design, technology 
and engineering, babysitting, bas- 
ketball and painting. 

Both programs run in four 
one week sessions beginning July 
6. The $35 registration fee is 
waived for all college employees. 
The brochure can be viewed at 
www.necc.mass.edu/college- 
forkids. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please e-mail information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 

| 


Closed meetings 


Continued from Page 1 


Faculty questioned this practice. 

“Why not have it in the open,” 
Professor Steve Russell, chair of the 
History and Government 
Department, said. “Those are all dis- 
cussions which people should be 
involved with, especially at a public 
institution.” 

English Professor Joe LeBlanc 
said, “That should be done clearly 
and transparently. They should be 
accountable to every penny.” 

According to Lamborghini, the 
senate is discussing the budget allo- 
cations for not just the registered stu- 
dent clubs and organizations on cam- 


pus, but also the Student Engagement _ 


Center, the Wellness and Fitness 
Center, and Athletics and Recreation. 

This year’s student activity fund 
budget that the senate Finance 
Committee is currently working with 
is $366,452. The senate is making 
budget decisions about operations, 
and not personnel or salaries, from 
this budget, according to 
Lamborghini. 

The Observer’s preliminary allo- 
cation for the upcoming fiscal year 
2010 is $31,000. The Student Senate 
has a preliminary allocation of 
$5,550. 

A portion of the $92 per credit 
fees that all NECC students pay goes 
into this student activities fund budg- 
et. 

The Finance Committee is deter- 
mining the use and allocation of these 
public funds. 

“If this committee is making 


Students attend 


Amnesty 


International 


conference 


Two members of the 


NECC Amnesty 


decisions and distributing money, 
then the committee is subject to the 
open meetings law. And more gener- 
ally, you have to wonder why a com- 
mittee that’s distributing public funds 
wouldn’t want to be,’ Adam 
Goldstein, attorney advocate for the 
Student Press Law Center said in an 
email to the Observer. 

According to the Student Press 
Law Center, the Open Meeting Laws 
apply to student governments that 
have decision making or advisory 
power over a public policy matter, 
which includes the disbursal of stu- 
dent fees collected by the school, and 
have the delegated authority to do so 
from the board of trustees or some 
other governing body. 

The Student Senate has such 
decision making power and an advi- 
sory relationship with the college’s 
Board of Trustees, which is NECC’s 
official governing body, since the 
Student Senate votes on and makes 
budget recommendations which ulti- 
mately go to the Board of Trustees 
for final approval. 

This is not the first time the sen- 
ate has been in violation of the Open 
Meeting Laws. 

As the Observer reported in 


~ 2005, the Student Senate went into an 


illegal executive session, removing 
all reporters from a meeting, to 
revoke the activist § group 


MassPIRG’s affiliation with the col-. 


lege. 

The senate is scheduled to vote 
on the Finance Committee’s prelimi- 
nary budget recommendations at its 
meeting on April 22. > 


Steve Russell photo 


The Contemporary Affairs Club visited the 


‘State House in Boston on Wednesday, April 22. 


In addition to taking the tour of the building, club 
members met with local State Representative — 


-Barbara L'Italien, vice-chair of the House Ways 


and Means Committee, who is involved in the dif- 
ficult budget process that the Commonwealth is 
experiencing. Club members also visited the 
offices of Sen. Steven Baddour and Sen. Susan 
Tucker, where their aides discussed internships 
and also funding for programs at NECC. 

Shown in the photo, left to right: Club 
President Joe Donion, Denya Blanco, Andrew 
Plante, Erik Feole, Rep. L'Italien, Andrew Mullen, 
Club Vice-President Nancy Doepke. 


NTAIN COLLEGE 


International club, accompanied by Professor and 
Faculty Adviser Andrew Morse, attended the 
Amnesty International General Meeting at the 
Park Plaza Hotel in Boston on March 28. 

The national gathering featured a variety of 
talks and workshops on topics ranging from the 
crisis in Gaza to health care. Some of the work- 
shops were designed to increase participant 
awareness on various issues. Others provided 
helpful experience for those who plan to organize 
Amnesty-related activities in their own communi- 
ties. 

Lindsay Meredith, president of Amnesty 
International’s NECC chapter, was impressed by 
the emphasis on the issue of capital punishment. 

“I liked the opportunity to connect with like- 
minded people,” Meredith said. “The workshop 
on capital punishment taught us how to address a 
major issue of public concern.” 

Students also enjoyed connecting with others 
in the Amnesty community. 

“This was a unique opportunity to interact 
with kindred spirits,” said student Erik Feole. “I 
especially liked the discussion concerning rendi- 
tion and Guantanamo Bay. The United States 
can’t act as a moral authority if we are torturing 
prisoners ourselves.” 

All three participants agreed that the confer- 
ence was an enriching experience. Amnesty 
International is dedicated to the protection of 
human rights around the world. The NECC chap- 
ter holds meetings throughout the semester and 
also sponsors a human rights film series. For 
more information, contact Professor Morse at 
amorse@necc.mass.edu. 


Finish your 4-year degree at Green Mountain College. 
The nation’s leading environmental liberal arts school offers: 
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Band: Craigslist slay sus- 
pect's wedding put off 


BOSTON — The band that had 

planned to play at the August 
wedding of the medical student 
accused of killing a masseuse he 
met on Craigslist is now looking 
for a new gig. The Bstreetband, a 
Bruce Springsteen tribute band, 
had been scheduled to play at the 
New Jersey oceanside wedding of 
suspect Philip Markoff and his 
fiancee, Megan McAllister, on 
Aug 14. 

But now, the band is available 
for another gig on that date, 
according to its Web site. 

_ “Due to circumstances 
beyond our control, this date is 
ow available to book," says a 
blurb on its performance sched- 
ule. 

William Forte, the key- 
‘boardist and owner of the 
Bstreetband, said a relative of 
McAllister called him and said 
"that as of right now, there is no 
way they will be able to have the 
Aug. 14 wedding date." 

Forte said he plans to return 
the couple's $500 deposit. 

"Under the: circumstances, I 
would never hold them to the con- 
tract," Forte said. 
~ . McAllister told ABC News in 
an e-mail last week that Markoff 
could not hurt a fly. As recent as 
Thursday, her father, James 
McAllister, told reporters she still 
was standing behind Markoff. 

It was unclear whether can- 
cellation of the band means the 
wedding is delayed or permanent- 
ly off. 


Same-sex couples begin 
tying the knot in lowa 


ale DES MOINES, Iowa — Same- 

-sex couples in Iowa began holding 
hastily planned weddings Monday 
as the state became the third to 


even some supporters find hard to 
grasp in the nation's heartland. 

_ Within hours of a. state 
Supreme Court ruling legalizing 
gay marriage taking effect, several 
same-sex couples had exchanged’ 
vows on the steps of the Polk 
County Administrative Building. 

On April 3, the Iowa justices 
upheld a lower court ruling that. 
rejected a state law restricting mar- 
riage to a union between a man and 
woman. The decision added Iowa 
to the list of states where gay mar- 
riage is legal, joining 
Massachusetts and Connecticut. A 

‘Vermont law allowing gay mar- 
riage will take effect in September. 

' Officials said the Polk County 
recorder's office had received 82 
marriage applications from same- 
sex couples by 4-p.m. One of them 
was Alicia Zacher, 24, and Jessica 
Roach, 22, who waited in a misting 
rain to enter the office and file their 
application. They later got a waiver 
and planned to get married as soon 
as possible after seeing how 

’ California voters last year reinstat- 

ed a ban on same-sex marriage. 

"You just never know when 
they'll try to take it away," Roach 
said. 


allow gay marriage, a leap that |- 


By SAM SAWYER 
Correspondent 


Jim Merkel is a well-dressed, 
healthy man, so it’s hard to believe 
that he lives on $5,000 a year, com- 
fortably. 

On Monday, April 6, engineer, 
activist and author Jim Merkel gave a 
presentation in the Technology 
Center at NECC. 

Before he became an environ- 
mental activist, Merkel was a 
weapons engineer, developing super 
computers and consuming like any 
successful businessman. He flew in 
planes, drove cars and consumed 
goods created or shipped with fossil 
fuels. 

After seeing the havoc wreaked 
by the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill, 
which dumped 11 million gallons of 
crude oil into the ocean, contaminat- 
ing roughly 1,300 miles of coastline 
and killing over 250,000 seabirds, 
seals, otters, whales and bald eagles, 
Merkel did some self reflection, and 
realized he couldn’t continue on the 
way he had been. He made the radi- 
cal choice to reduce his carbon foot- 
print to almost nothing. He did the 
math, and figured out that he could 
live comfortably on only $5,000 a 
year, which he now does, eating a 


vegan diet, which largely consists of . 


food he grows on his own land, 
where he lives in a heavily insulated 
house made out of non-traditional 
materials in Vermont. 

During the presentation, Merkel 
talked about, among other things, 
how much of a reduction in carbon 
emissions people could attain by 
doing little things everyday, like car- 
pooling, taking the bus, or, as he 
highly suggests, riding a bicycle, 
something he has done for thousands 


and thousands of © 
miles. : 

He also said that — 
eating meat is 30 _ 
times less efficient — 
that going vegan, a 
choice he made 
many years back. He 
showed the amount 
of waste from one 
lunchtime at a col- 
lege cafeteria, which 
consisted of hun- 
dreds of pounds of 
plastic plates and 
bowls, napkins and | 
other disposable © 
kitchenware. Then 
he showed the 
waste 
lunchtime _ period 
that followed his 
no-waste _ policy. 
Their total waste was one half-full 


Simplicity.” 


trash bag. He explained how these - 


measures were not only good for the 
environment, but cost effective as 
well, saying, “waste is wasted 
money.” 

Near the end of the presentation, 
he posed a challenge to the audience 
members. He suggested that every- 
one try, for one week, to bring their 
own coffee mug/thermos/water bot- 
tle, their own metal silverware, and a 
cloth napkin every day; and see how 
easy it was. He said that if it wasn’t 
as easy as he claimed it to be, we 
could “call him and say, ‘Jim, it was 
hard, you’re an idiot.” 

He ended the presentation by 
comparing the sacrifices we make for 
people we love to what we need to do 
to for the environment, imploring us 
to “fall in love with the earth.” 

The presentation was followed 
with a half hour question and answer 
period. Merkel was asked some prac- 


Day of Silence 
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from a.Jim Merkel, author of “Radical 


tical questions by a hospital worker, 
wondering how to cut energy costs 
and carbon emissions. He suggested 
solar energy and a solar powered 
water heating system. ; 

After a few other audience mem- 
bers had their chance to rack 
Merkel’s brain, I got mine. I asked 
him how he felt about supermarket- 
bought organic food. I mentioned 
that, unless the organic food is grown 
locally, it usually has to ship farther 
and it always takes more land to 
grow less food when done organical- 
ly. He responded saying that the way 
a lot of non-organic food is grown is 
dangerous, such as the spraying of 
toxins, including a type of nerve gas, 
and other carcinogens. 

Many of Merkel's suggestions 
wete quite simple, and would not 
only benefit the environment, but 
people and businesses’ pocketbooks. 
For more information visit Merkel's 
Web site, www.radicalsimplicity.org. 


Julie Varney photo 


Gay-Straight Alliance members participated in the National Day of Silence 
on Friday, April 17 to bring attention to anti-LGBT harassment in schools. 


With the help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been compiled to 
inform students and staff about the 
incidents requiring assistance from 
Eagle Security on the Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses. This log covers 
incidents between April 6 and 24. 


Tuesday, April 7- An ambulance 
at the Lawrence campus came to the 
wrong address, 10:15 a.m. 


Monday, April 13--A water leak 
from the ceiling was reported on the 
Lawrence campus. 


Wednesday, April 15- A car was 
reported stolen from the C building 
parking lot at 12:15 p.m. 

According to Security, at first a 
student thought his friend had towed 
his car as a joke because he had done 
it before. But, the next day, the stu- 
dent came in and reported that his car 
actually had been stolen. 

The police were called and the 
incident is currently under investiga- 
tion. 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Swine flu epidemic enters 
dangerous new phase 


MEXICO CITY — The swine 
flu epidemic entered a dangerous 
new phase Monday as the death 
toll climbed in Mexico and the 
number of suspected cases there 
and in the United States nearly 
doubled. The World Health 
Organization raised its alert level 
but stopped short of declaring a 
global emergency. 

The United States. advised 
Americans against most travel to 
Mexico and ordered stepped up 
border checks in neighboring 
states. The European Union health 
commissioner advised Europeans 
to avoid nonessential travel both to 
Mexico and parts of the United 
States. 

The virus poses a potentially 
grave new threat to the U.S. econ- 
omy, which was showing tentative 
early signs of a recovery. A wide- 
spread outbreak could batter 
tourism,*food and transportation 
industries, deepening the recession 
in the U.S. and possibly world- 
wide. 

The suspected number of 
deaths rose to 149 in Mexico, the 
epicenter. of the outbreak with 
nearly 2,000 people believed to be 
infected. 

The number of U.S. cases rose 
to 48, the result of further testing 
at a New York: City school, 
although none was fatal. Other 
U.S. cases have been reported in 
Ohio, Kansas, Texas and 


-| California. Worldwide there were 


73 cases, including six in Canada, 
one in Spain and two in Scotland. 


Bin Laden ‘may be dead’ 
— or not ; 


ISLAMABAD — Pakistan's 
president said Monday his intelli- 
gence agencies believe Osama bin 
Laden may be dead, but he added 
there is no proof. Other Pakistani 
officials and a U.S. counterterror- 
ism official said they thought the 
al-Qaida chief is alive. U.S. offi- 
cials said bin Laden is most likely 
hiding in the mountains along 
Pakistan's border with 
Afghanistan, in particular the law- 
less tribal regions. 

"We continue to believe that 
bin Laden is alive," said the U.S. 
official, who declined to be named 
because he was not authorized to 
discuss the matter on the record. 

Reports of bin Laden's death 
or of near-captures have punctuat- 
ed his years on the run since the 
Sept. 11 attack on the U.S., only to 
be seemingly debunked by period- 
ic audio and video recordings. 

The latest recordings emerged 
in March, in which bin Laden 
referred to the December-January 
Israeli offensive in the Gaza Strip, 
calling it a "holocaust," and spoke 
of the January election of 
Somalia's U.N.-backed president, 
calling for him to be overthrown. 

In an interview Monday with 
international media outlets, 
Pakistani President Asif Ali 
Zardari said American officials 
had told him they do not know 
where bin Laden is. 
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NECC Society of 
Hispanic Engineers 


Offere d for th e first graduate, Teceive a one-year free 


membership and are entitled to all the 


Students help rebuild Haverhill 


time in at a benefits given to regular members. 
5 You are able to download the mem- ~ 
community college bership form online, or contact Jaime 


Almonte, founder of the SHPE in 
NECC. Member ship cost five dol- 
lars, may include additional fees. 
aa : SHPE membership allows stu- 
For, the first eS in a Community dent to be eligible for countless bene- 
College Hispanic students and stu- 4, Among these benefits students 
dents in general have an opportunity receive a SHPE membership certifi- 
to become a member of the largest cate and pin, Professional develop- 


Eiepanie, ee and Science ment and leadership training to give 
onganization: @n topiet beings ment: 7 dents id competitive advantage 


Dori of this: prestigious -organtcatiot upon graduation. Access to intern- 
there are countless benefits that will ships, scholarships and award nomi- 
entich your knowledge and skills as nations. Students also get assistance 
well as promoting and marketing |. fndin g and securing the right job 
OE ESN USE aL opportunities, including, information 


ee Society ‘ of Hispanic on career opportunities, resume data- 
Professional Engineers (SHPE) 4... 4 ps on resume writing and 


strives for, professional development, interview skillgvand eae ee 


academic excellence,, graduate stu- genic counseling. Perhaps one of the 
dent, and Progr en & Improving best benefits student acquire as mem- 
a infrastructure, bers of SHPE is Networking opportu- 
: eee Gt ot ween all nities with high profile professionals, 
eat bees math, physical, applied, fellow students, corporate representa- 
and computer science majors. The tives, and SHPE leaders. Other bene- 
OMe OPH PAROS ae oe include, Mentor opportunities, 
starting July Ist to June 30 of the next Discounts, Free subscriptions to 


year. Student must renew their mem- SHPE and Hispanic Business ea 
bership on a yearly basis to be eligi- mines! 


ble for benefits. For all students who 


By CESAR SEGURA 
News Editor 


Courtesy photo 


Twelve students and two faculty memebrs participated in Rebuilding 
Together Greater Haverhill on Saturday, April 25 to complete two proj- 
ects: one at the private residence of an elderly, disabled woman and the 
second which involved clearing a city lot on the banks of the Merrimack 
River. While the jobs involved sometimes heavy work, fighting the hot 
sun and swarms of May flies and even a leech, the students were exem- 
plary in their work and attitude. They worked perfectly as a team, sup- 
porting one another, and completing any and all tasks asked of them. 
They represented NECC and the very meaning of the word community. 


The Time is Right fora 
_Johnson & Wales University 
Education 


RAQUEL BABEU 


_ Bay Path College 


The JWU Difference Financing Your ede © 


investment 
+ Career-oriented degree 


programs in business, culinary 
arts, hospitality and technology 


« Grants, scholarships and 
payment options to fit 


your needs 
- Hands-on learning from 


industry-experienced faculty ee ats ars 


to award $105 million in 


- Co-ops and internships built financial aid in the 2008-2009 


intot ha carricuhani and most importan treated meas a a peHOn. not a ‘number. At 3a 


academic year | found everything | was looking for and more—faculty who care ab 
* Study abroad opportunities ony: aoe as much as | do and limitless ee to succeed.” 
- NCAA sports, Greek life, clubs 
and much more For more information. Le At Bay Path You Matter! 
sbedor campuses to choose contact Jim Richard at 
from preileneeonhinee 401-598-2348 or : Bay Path has small ae ie whe cow vou a name,a 
IefandsNorths Mansi Feu aa: jmrichard@admissions.jwu.edu. Como obi and beautiful campus, over 30 majors : and minors, and 
{ : z generous financial aid packages (transfer scholarships up to $10,000 
Renves, Coola ass a year), WANT TO LEARN MORE? Call our admissions counselor at 
Charlotte, North Carolina. 413.565.1331 or e-mail her at dbosenebarneth, edu today! 


JOHNSON & WALES 


USN aihiteV Eee Rano: cbs 


Bay Path College 
588 Longmeadow Street, - 
Longmeadow, MA 01106 


www.baypath.edu 


Visit www.jwu.edu for more information 


CLEP helps stud 


Recession, 
reshmeshion. Earn 
academic credit from 
life experience 


By Patricia SMITH 
Features Editor 


_ Have you ever looked back on 
something and thought; 'If I had 
only known about that sooner?’ Do 
you like saving money? NECC has 
‘a great program that is particularly 
good for those who are pursuing 
their associates degree here at 
NECC and are looking to attend 
during a two year academic time 
span. pines 

The program is called CLEP, 
and you can actually earn academ- 
ic credit by proving that you 
already have sufficient enough 
knowledge through your own per- 
sonal life experiences before enter- 
ing college. The College-Level 
Examination Program (otherwise 
known as CLEP) and DSST 


“(Dantes subject standardized test- 
ing) are the most widely accepted 
credit for examination programs 
here in the United States, and offer 
a much more cheaper alternative 
for students who are interested in 
saving money during these hard 
economic times of crisis. 


For example, for a test that 


~ costs only $100, you will be able to 


save close to $1,500 in total tuition 
fees arid obtain at least twelve aca- 
demic credits for your ability to 
fluently be able to speak Spanish. 
The Center for Adult & 
Alternative Studies (CAAS) pro- 
vides students with the opportunity 
to achieve academic credit through 
life experiences and attain it by 
way of Military Evaluations, 
through Portfolio, 
Credentials, and CLEP exams. 
Feel that you already have suf- 


Evaluations 


ficient enough knowledge in an 
introductory college level course 
and don't want to take that pesky 
course just yet? Do it by taking 
CLEP, and earn that extra credit for 


FAKEbook 


‘Students, step away 
from the Facebook 
and join humanity 


By Tess BRADY 
Correspondent — 


Spring has sprung, and now is 
the time people are relieving them- 
selves of heavy clothing, they are 

opening up windows and ridding 
themselves of their winter time 
blues. The mention of April seems to 
fill the hearts of many with a warm 
feeling that emits cheery glow. After 
several days of showers, Wednesday 
seemed to be a makeup for all the 
dreary weather mother nature 
bestowed upon us. While enjoying 
the 50 degree breeze and my 
Americano outside one of my 
favorite coffee shops in Portsmouth, 
I could not help but overhear hand- 
fuls of conversations throwing the 
name "Facebook" around like it was 


an actual person worthy of mention. | 


Once upon a time, Facebook was 
designed solely for kids attending 
college as a means to keep in touch 
with high school friends and make 
new ones on campus. Now, it is noto- 
rious for being a hook up site and for 
online party for adults and middle 
schoolers. When first introduced to 
civilization, Facebook had a classy 
appeal and a sort of sweet intention 
to unite grade school amigos and had 
the junior high kids anxious to get 
their email address from their univer- 
sity and make their own profile. I 
find myself now logging onto my 


account to check something, and I 


find that my aunt, the girl I babysit, 
and ex boyfriends mom have sent me 
friend requests. 


I feel this website is a handful of 
things, but one of those things most 
certainly is not ~ convenient. 
Applications are being created for 
profit, groyps are being invented as a 
popularity contest, and events are 
being hosted to see who throws the 

~best kegger. I am sick of seeing 85 
percent of the people on my friends 
list taking quizzes to advertise what 
color sharpie they would be, and if 
they were a vegetable they would 
"like, ttly b a karr0t". If this style of 
typing has become acceptable, it 
makes me wonder how in the right 
mind did they graduate?! It's nauseat- 
ing to see seventh graders partaking 
in video chats and they are wearing 
more makeup than Amy Winehouse 
and wearing less clothing than a 
Victoria's Secret model in a summer 
fashion show. 


Granted Facebook seems to have . 


some good qualities. I will admit that 
I have been able to resurrect and 


maintain contact with a handful of” 


friends I would not have been able to 
had it not been for this site, along 
with strengthen my relationship with 
my siblings who are sprawled all 
over the country. Otherwise, I fear to 
say that FAKEbook is just simply 
another website for the unmotivated 
and beings lacking creativity to 
branch out of their comfort circle and 
meet people the old-fashioned way. 

Just because you went to high 
school with someone's step brother's 
ex-girlfriend's cousin's best friend's 
little sister's adopted fiance does not 
justify a friend request, ‘and if this 
site is a means of trying to get a hot- 
tie or remember your best friend's 
birthday, then it is time to pull the 
plug and reconnect with humanity. 
LOLOLOLROFLSTFUWUTEVS 
and so on and so forth. 


any one of your college level 
courses. A lot of students actually 
take advantage of it by transferring 
their AP high school level courses 
to colleges via CLEP. _ 

The Center for Adult and 
Alternative Studies (CAAS) even 
goes out of its way to assist stu- 
dents to multiple publications that 
will assist them in preparing for 


their exams. Subjects include 
Mathematics, Computers, 
Business, English, Foreign 


Languages, Humanities and the 
Natural Sciences. 

Currently, over 350 students 
from NECC and surrounding areas 
take the CLEP exam each year. 
This has been a blessing to say the 
least for most. students, since 
CAAS has helped them to ‘save at 
least $1.5 million in total. Not only 
that, but since 1967, CLEP has 
administered over 4 million differ- 
ent exams to 3 million different 
candidates. This has faired well for 
most students, since over 2,800 


different colleges and universities. 


ents save cash 


Students receive informa 


Julie Varney photo 


tion about CLEP at the 


Spring Jam in Lawrence on April 15. 


are now accepting academic credit 
for satisfactory level test scores on 
DSST exams and CLEP. Times 
may be difficult, but at least we can 
still find new and inventive ways to 


accommodate for it. For more 


information about CLEP and DSST 


standardized testing, contact 
Bonnie Doherty for the Center of 
Adult and Alternative Studies at 


bdoherty@necc.mass.edu. 


This is an exciting time to join the UMass Lowell tamily. 
Academic quality is high, campus life is vibrant, and 

the experience of being a student here is better than ever— 
with Living-Learning Communities, internships and coops, 


UL. 


UMASS Lowell 


| 
| 
] 
| 
j 


University of 
Massachusetts — 


Office of Undergraduate Admis: 
UMass Lowell 

883 Broadway, Suite 110 
Lowell, MA 01854-5104 
wryw.uml_edu/admissions 


study abroad opportunities and dozens of accelerated 
Bachelor’s-to-Master’s programs. 
prog 


Find out more today at www.uml.edu/admissions. 
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Professor brings a fresh outlook 


Broadcasting class 
provides a hands-on 
approach 


By PATRICIA SMITH 
Features Editor 


Every now and then you 
encounter a professof who really 
breaks the mold on campus. Such is 
the case with Claire McCarthy, a 
Broadcast Reporting and Announcing 
teacher on the Haverhill campus. 
Next week she is taking her 
Broadcasting class on a field trip to 
WB-TV in Boston. Last week (April 
9) she had Dan Roche, a sports 
reporter from WB-TV, and personal 
friend, speak in a classroom full of 
experience hungry students. 

After 15 years of teaching com- 
munication skills with NECC's 
Corporate and Community Education 
Center - McCarthy felt that she was in 
need of a challenge. It's not that she 
didn't particularly enjoy working with 
older adults; she did (as she is cur- 
rently coordinating a program that is 
helping to sharpen the skills of unem- 
ployed adult students in the classroom 
during a tough economy). But 
McCarthy felt that she was ready to 
embark on a much more difficult task, 


by working with the younger gen era- 
tion here at NECC. 

McCarthy says, “No matter what 
I've done, I've viewed myself as a 
teacher. In every job I've always men- 
tored interns, writers and assistants.” 

And while slowly transitioning 
into her job as a teacher, McCarthy 
found that it was much better to take 
a “hands on” approach with her stu- 
dents. After attending _ UMass 
Amherst (graduating with a B.A. in 
Women and the Media), and attend- 
ing Grad school at B.U._ (with a 
degree in Broadcast 
Communications), she really applied 
what she had learned at B.U. to her 
everyday life in the modern day class- 
room. : 

At B.U., she found that it was 
really “a simulated work experience. 
In one course we'd produce a half- 
hour newscast every class. We'd have 
a different role each week - anchor, 


writer, producer, director, cameraper- - 


son and field reporter. There were no 
excuses. You showed up ready to go 
and to be apart of a team.” 

And her students seemed to be 
enjoying the same experience as well 
as they showed up ready for their 
class every Thursday at 12:10 p.m, to 
script, produce, direct and act during 
their “skits” (or short media reports if 
you will while rolling the cameras). 

Not only that, but McCarthy is 
also currently teaching a Public 


Speaking class here at NECC, where 
she's been focusing on “getting the 
point across that presenting skills are 
relevant in every aspect of some- 
body's everyday life, and so I'm 


encouraging my students to do the © 


same in order to perform at their very 
own personal best.” 

And I'm sure that McCarthy did 
this because she always aimed to 
achieve her own personal best in her 
lifetime. After graduating from 
Boston University, she moved out 
west and was embarking on a new 
career as a reporter and host for an 
entertainment show that was based on 
a magazine. But after a personal loss 
in the family, she decided to move 
back to Boston and live in North 
Andover where she became the sta- 
tion manager for the community 
access station at Merrimack College. 

“We produced shows that were 
aired in 17 different communities. I 
also. worked nights reporting at 


-WCCM-AM,” McCarthy said (which 


is where her and Roche had met). 

After leaving WCCM, she 
embarked on a career in print 
Journalism, taking various jobs as an 
editor along with her for the ride. 

“TJ was the arts and entertainment 
editor for Cape Cod. As staff editor 
for the national lifestyle magazine, 
'The Robb Report,’ I traveled all over 
the place and attended a presidential 
inauguration.” And she adds that, 


“Most recently I was edi- 
tor-in-chief . for 
Northshore.” 

For McCarthy, writ- 
ing is important. 

“T've always advised 
students to learn to write 
well. Writing and speak- 
ing opportunities will 
open up many different 
kinds of doors for them. 
For example, I'm current- . 
ly acting as a writing 
coach and editor for a 
funeral director who has 
various different ideas for 
changing the future of the 
way that we view funer- 
als.” 

For fun over the 
years, McCarthy has par- 
ticipated in multiple film 
and theater stints. 

“T've played a nun, 
JFK's nurse, .a 
shoplifter, and even 


Jimmy Fund public 
service announcement! 
And if anyone here at 
NECC has ever heard of Professor 
Rattigan, then it would probably 
spark their interest to know that 
McCarthy and Professor Rattigan 
both did standup comedy together 
during a period in their lifetime. 
From Broadcasting to acting to 


-_ 
Courtesy Photo 


Claire McCarthy has done every- 
. Jimmy's mom on a thing from teaching to radio to 
standup comedy. 


being a standup comic, McCarthy has 
provided an interesting alternative for 
students who. would prefer a lifetime 
in the spotlight as opposed to sitting 
at their regular cubicle during the rest 
of their lifetime after college. 


Business Honors 101: a great experience 


Taking class 
enhances view on the 
business world today 


By CESAR SEGURA 
News Editor 


Perhaps most people will be hes- 
itant in deciding to take an honors 
business class or honors class in 
general. What they may not realize 
is the great experience you can 
attain by attending one. While 
there’s the whole fuss about honors 
classes being too competitive and 
demanding, many don’t realize that 
it enhances your understanding and 
widens: your view on the subject 
exponentially. Business Honors 101 
is with no doubt an amazing experi- 
ence. The class is taught very differ- 
ently than the average class, as the 
students are bound to interact more, 


and in a way decide what course the 
class will take and what they desire 
to learn. Perhaps the best part of 
Business Hon. 101 is Professor 
Bernard Zannini, whom possesses 
the adequate hands-on experience to 
teach the best way possible. 

Joshua McDougall, business 
honors student, is very satisfied with 
the class. “It was very good. I gained 
in-depth insight in the business 
world today. The class prepared me 
well for when I’ Il be ready to trans- 
fer.” 

Gary Hodgerney, a war veteran 
and student of the class, was also 
very satisfied. “It was definitely a 
good round of experience. I learned 
many things I did not know like the 
Dow Jones, Sustainability, and the 
difference between management and 
leadership.” 

Stefan Trogisch, another of the 
class’ bright students said the class 
was a different experience. “I really 
enjoyed the class, it was a different 
experience. I gained an entire differ- 
ent perspective on Business. The 
class really enriched my knowledge 


on the subject.” 

Ryan Hudson, another of the 
class’ bright students, said the class 
increased his business skills. “I 
thought the class was great. It built 
up our communication skills as well 
as our Business skills. The case 
studies in which we had to follow 
our companies really helped tie 
everything from the book together.” 

Jennifer Maguire, the only 
female of the class, yet very intelli- 
gent, agreed with her classmates that 
Business Hon 101, was an amazing 
experience. “This class was unlike 
anything I’ve ever taken. I gained 
not only an immense amount of 
information from being involved, 
but a great experience as well.” 

With the great reviews the stu- 
dents’ gave the class, there’s no 
doubt Business Honors 101 is an 
amazing experience. But most 
important of all we cannot forget 
about its over-qualified instructor. 
Like the Captain of a great ship, 
Prof. Zaninni used his great work 
experience to guide the class as well 
as the students to their potential. The 


class’ students all agree that Bill- 


Zannini or better known as Mr. 
Zannini did an amazing job, that 
only he could have done in that posi- 
tion. 

According to McDougall, Mr. 
Zannini was very knowledgeable. “I 
think he is a very knowledgeable 
teacher, with many hands on experi- 
ence about the topic he’s teaching.” 

Hodgerney certainly agrees say- 


ing Prof. Zannini’s a great teacher 


with a lot of experience. “He made 
me more knowledgeable on a busi- 
ness perspective. He also taught me 
to be a better manager as a person.” 
Trogisch said, “he was a great 
teacher and a great resource. His 
real life experience adds to the 
learning. He shows us what we learn 
in class goes to the real world.” 
Both Hudson and Maguire agree 
that Prof. Zannini was very dynamic 
and enthusiastic. “He is an excellent 
teacher and [the] most enthusiastic 
one I ever had. He used his actual 
business experience to back up what 
he taught,” said Hudson. “Professor 
Zannini relied on our interest, wants 


and hopes for the class to develop 
his own curriculum. This technique 
made it a fun and interesting class, 
one I looked forward to going to,” 
said Maguire. 

Prof. Zannini himself said he 
enjoyed teaching a higher level 
class. He believes that students in 
this position are able to do different 
things based on their dynamics. 

“The big difference is that the 
students that were in this class were 
considered honors because of their 
GPA. So the work I gave them was 
different than my regular class. 
Because of the dynamics, teaching 
an honors class we can do different 
things. For example: research proj- 
ects on the Dow Jones, looking into 
Sustainability and the Debate 
Forums which we can’t do in a reg- 
ular class. With students who are 
capable. of handling that level of 
research and interaction, performing 
these activities is exciting. It was an 
opportunity to try different things 
and help students better identify 
their educational goals and career 
paths,” says Zannini. 


NECC visits Peabody Essex Museum 


By Matt McCArRRON 
Correspondent 


Anyone who has attended public 
school during their life has probably 
had the pleasure of going on a field 
trip. From the days of elementary 
school, every kid always gets excited 
about a field trip. In the case of our 
Comparing Civilizations class, the 
field trip consisted of a day trip to the 
Peabody Essex Museum in Salem, 
Mass. to see the Mahjong 
Contemporary Chinese Art exhibit. 

The exhibit related to our discus- 
sions about imperial China as well as 
China during the 20th century. Our 
class was also required to take down 
information about the artifacts pre- 
sented and write an essay on what we 
saw, and how it related to what we 


had learned in the classroom. 

On Tuesday, March 25, our class 
and other students from various other 
classes set off to the museum at 8:30 
a.m. with roughly 30 people. The 
majority of us traveled on a yellow 
school bus while others followed in 
cars or joined up at the entrance. 
Many of us on the bus were able to 
reminisce about their high school 
years and the memories of being on 
the iconic yellow school bus. 

* When the class arrived at the 
Peabody Essex Museum at 9:30 a.m. 
we gathered at the entrance and wait- 
ed for others traveling in other vehi- 
cles to find parking spots. When all 
of the students and our teachers had 
successfully arrived we were split 
into two groups of 15 people and set 
off into separate parts of the exhibit. 

Our group's tour guide, 


Barbara, was very knowledgeable 
about the museum and gave us an 
overview before entering the 
Chinese Art exhibit. Then after the 
guide had finished we entered on the 
second floor of the museum. 

Everyone in our group was 
equipped with some sort of writing 
utensil and something to write on. 
Many of the students, including 
myself, had cameras, but absolutely 
no photography was allowed in the 
exhibit due to it being on loan from a 
private collection. The pieces of art 
in the collection displayed the tur- 
moil and unrest that many Chinese 
have towards their Communist gov- 
ernment. 4 

By far the most interesting and 
fascinating piece of art in the exhibit 
for many in my group was “A Grain 
of Sand” by Lu Hao. The artist had 


inscribed a grain of sand with an 
entire story about a Chinese family. 
It has to be seen to believe! The 


entire exhibit is extremely interest-— 


ing and really is worth seeing. Our 
class’ trip to the Peabody Essex 
Museum is one that we will not soon 
forget. It is historic in that it was 
founded over 200 years ago by 
sailors, merchants and other people 
in the town of Salem who wanted to 
show off their new treasures that 
they had brought back from the far 
east, during the China Trade in the 
19th century. . 

Today the Peabody Essex 
Museum is much larger than the 
original. A major expansion has been 
added and incorporates beautiful 
modern architecture that only adds to 
the museums appeal and functionali- 
ty. The museum consists of three lev- 


els and numerous permanent exhibits” 
that range from American to 
Japanese Art. One of the most 
impressive attractions that the muse- 
um features is an actual Chinese 
House. The Yin Yu Tang house is an — 
authentic Chinese house that has — 
been relocated from southeastern — 
China all the way to Salem, Mass. 
Unfortunately our class was not able 
to go inside the Chinese house. 

If you plan to attend the museum 
make sure you purchase tickets 
beforehand. The museum also fea- 
tures a café, gift shop, and a small — 
restaurant. The Mahjong’ 
Contemporary Chinese Art exhibit 
runs until May 17. Any additional 
information about the Peabody Essex 
Museum can be found at either their 
website www.pem.org or by calling 
(866)-745-1876. F 


| 


\NECC Theater — 
‘Program still has one 
more production 


| By CRISTINA NAPOLI 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Summer is almost upon us, but 
the NECC Theater program is still 
‘coming at the student body with 
another production. This time, it's 
| the Student Directed One-Acts that 

will be performed ori May 1 and 2 
;at 7:30 p.m. in the Top Notch 
Theater. There will be eight groups 
performing. 

With the final days of classes 
‘and finals week rushing at us, stu- 
| dents participating in the one-acts 
| have the extra stress on their plate. 
| They, however, are handling the 


| extra work well. 


| “I feel we have been very well 
| prepared. Having only the two of 
us, myself and Hannah [Heckman- 


| McKenna] to work with on the play 


| probably makes it a little bit easier 
| than if we had a larger group,” says 
KC Spina, a Music Major at 
NECC. 

‘They will be performing “The 
Man Who Couldn't Dance,” a 
| Connecticut set play about two for- 


| mer lovers reconnecting after much 
\ time has passed. The characters 


will face resurfacing feelings when 
| Eric (KC Spina) is invited to dinner 


The School of the Art 
| Institute of Chicago held a pres- 
entation at NECC on March 31 to 
talk about their school and to 
view student portfolios. 

Students listened’ as Greyson 
Hong, an admissions counselor 
for SAIC who only covers the 
East Coast, outlined the advan- 
tages of attending the school and 
spoke about the many majors 
available to SAIC students. 

The curriculum at SAIC is 
unique in that the subject areas 
available to students to study are 
not limited to a certain major. 
The curriculum, which Hong 
referred to as transdisciplinary, 
allows the student to choose his 
or her own pathway, indulging in 
subjects in multiple departments. 
SAIC isn’t only a vocational 
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by Gail (Hannah Heckman- 
McKenna) and her husband. The 
play is set in the present day. 

Also preparing for opening 
night is NECC Performing Arts 
Major, Jon Moriarty whose play is 
entitled “The Nude Scene” and will 
also star Casey Hatch and Akram 
Al-Ziab, directed -by Sarah 
McCarthy. 

“T would say the group is most- 
ly prepared, this doesn't seem to be 
a hard production,” Moriarty said. 

“The play is about a stage 
actress who refuses to perform a 
scene in the newest play. The scene 
calls for her to be nude, naturally 
she refuses. So the director of the 
show has the male star of the show 
perform the scene with an invisible 
woman. The crowd loves this 
imaginary girl instead of the real 
one. And so the play ends with the 
real actress continuing the rest of 
the show,” he explained. 

Both plays are cast with dedi- 
cated participants, each - group 
rehearsing at least twice a week. 

“The rehearsals are going well, 
very quick, since the show itsélf is 
practically 3 minutes long,” 
Moriarty said, “[The practices] 
usually last about an hour or so.” 

“The rehearsals last anywhere 
from an hour to sometimes three,” 


Spina said, “Rehearsals are going - 


great. They are a lot of fun but 
being that the play is very emotion- 
al, personally I do tend to feel kind 


school, however. It is known to 


be a conceptual art school. 


“Concept is the focus. Our 
priority is making sure that 
beyond being an artist, you’re a 
thinker,” Hong said. 

The grading system used at 
SAIC is not exactly what one 
would call conventional either. 
Rather than a grading scale from 
A-F, the school uses what they 
call a credit/no credit system. 
This system allows the student to 
decide what is successful in their 
work and what is a failure, as 
well as allowing for a better rela- 
tionship between student and 
professor due to the absence of 
stress over grades. 

The school, which is located 
in downtown Chicago, gives stu- 
dents a taste of city life. 

“Downtown Chicago is your 
campus. You have this visual sat- 
uration... you’re being engaged 


100 Elliott Street Haverhill, MA 01830 
April 24 through May 18, 2009 


OPENING RECEPTION: 
Thursday April 30, 2009 
3:00em-5:00PM 


Open during regular library hours: 
Monday through Thursday BAM-9PM 
Bam-5pm 
9am- Tem 

Closed 


Open during college commencement 


For further information please contact: 
Lindsay McCulloch, Visual Arts Program Coordinator 
Imeculloch@necc.mass.edu 


DEPARTURE 
[nec art ond design exiting student shove | 


BENTLEY LIBRARY — Northern Essex Community College 


rehearsals that we have. When we 
are rehearsing, the atmosphere is 
always shifting. Depending on the 
scene of the play we are going over 
the mood can be very tense or mel- 
low.” 

“The atmosphere is defiantly 
comedic, but more or less like a 


constantly, whether you want to 
or not,” said Hong. 

It also affords students the 
opportunity to be a little more 
environmentally conscious, and 
save gas at the same time. 

“T’ve lived there for 6 years 
and never needed a car,“ Hong 
said. 

In addition to the school, stu- 
dents are lucky enough to be 
housed within the Art Institute of 


Chicago, home to the third 
largest art collection in the 
world. 


The students came away from 
the presentation enthused by 
what Hong had to say, as well as 
excited about portfolio critiques. 

“Four or five other schools 
have given presentations. His 
presentation blew theirs out of 
the water,” said student Michael 
Christie. “I would like to get a 
critique. A couple of the schools 


of drained after one of the longer 
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Theater program isn’t done yet 


se photo by Cristina Napo 


Casey Hatch and Jon Moriarty rehearse for their One- 
Act play, also starring Akram Al-Ziab. 


199 


‘soap opera’, 
his own play. 

The students involved will con- 
tinue to prepare for opening night. 
With the plays being performed 


Moriarty said about 


have been more orientated on 
skill. They [SAIC] are obviously 
into the conception for things.” 

Student Erin McKay agreed. 

“Tts not my first choice, but it 
is very impressive. I am sold on 
going there if I could move. It 
was great,” she said. 


‘ART {ASTITUTE OF (HAG 


just before the student-dreaded 
finals week, the opportunity to sit 
back and view may prove to be a 
welcome distraction from the high 
stress levels that finals bring. 


of Chicago calls 


The final deadline for appli- 
cations for next semester at SAIC 
is Aug. 15. The merit scholarship 
deadline for the application 
process is earlier, on June 1. For 
more information visit the Art 
Institute’s Web site at 
www.saic.edu. 


Peace Poetry Project Presentations at NECC 


A reading of selected poetry pieces will be held during Northern Essex Community 
College's inaugural Peace Poetry Project presentation on Friday, May 1, from 6 to 8:45 
p.m. in the Technology Center on the Haverhill Campus. 

More than 600 poems and 80 pieces of art work were submitted to the NECC Peace 
Poetry Project designed by NECC Professor Dr. Paul Saint- Amand. Submissions came 
from throughout southern New Hampshire and the Merrimack Valley with one submis- 
sion from one of the most dangerous areas of the world, Lahore, Pakistan. A 10-year- 
old Pakistani boy sent his poem along with a DVD of himself reading the poem. 

One winner was selected from each of the four age groups (K-4 grade, 5th-8th, 9th- 
12th, and adult). NECC students judged the entries. These four winners along with 80 
other poets have been invited to.read their works. 

The keynote speaker for the evening will be Gayle Heney, poet laureate of North 


Andover. 


All submiSsions were published in a chapbook which will be distributed that night. 
For more information;.contact Dr..Paul Saint-Amand at 978-556-3307 or psainta- 


mand@necc.mass.edu. 
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Art Show 


The Student Art Show 
will continue to run 
through May 18 at the 
Bentley Library. 


Poetry Reading 


Thess Peaces ab oeiry 
Reading and reception will 
be held on May | at 6 p.m. 
in TC103. 


Children’s Theater 


There will be a per- 
formance of “Winnie the 
Pooh” by A.A. Milne by 
the Children's Theater 
class on May 1 and 2. 


One-Act Plays 


There will be 8 stu- 
dent directed one-act 
plays performed on May 
1 and 2 at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Top Notch Theater. 


Chorus Concert 


The annual Spring 
Choral Concert will be 
held on Monday, May 2 
Atne 2p MSs, alls athe 
Technology Center. 


Parnassus Release 


The 
Release Party 


“Parnassus” 
will be 


held on Monday, May 4 at 
7 p.m. in TC103. 


By NICOLE SCOPA 
Correspondent 


Is this fame coming 
too quick? 


YouTube stardom and even many 
countless appearances on morning 
shows worldwide came to 47-year- 
old Susan Boyle ever since her debut 
performance on Britain's Got Talent, 
with her singing of the musical Les 
Misérables' “I Dream a Dream.” This 
video on YouTube has so far gotten 
40 million viewers, and is still going 
up. She may not be glamorous, but 
her voice could blow you away, like 
it did especially for Simon Cowell. 

In the video, Boyle approached 
the stage all ready to go and Simon 
asked her her name and how old she 
was. When she said 47, he rolled his 
eyes. He then asked what the dream 
was, and she replied to be a profes- 
sional singer. They shot a glimpse of 
a couple people in the audience who 
just seemed to have that 'yeah, right’ 
look on their face. You could already 
tell that no one had any faith in this 
woman. However, when she got to 
sing everyone was in awe, and 
speechless. Only a standing ovation 
could satisfy what anyone felt at that 
moment. 

From that point on, Boyle got 
recognized. It's a shame it took that 
long, but I can see why it took that 
long. See, you can be the most beau- 
tiful girl and have one of the worst 
voices, but you would get more 
recognition than someone like Boyle. 
If you look in the music industry 
nowadays there really aren't any 
singers out there that are not pretty. 
The thing with them, though, not all 
but most, is they need tons of that stu- 
dio enhancing equipment to make 
them sound flawless. It's gotten to 
the point that anyone will take you if 
you look good; they don't care what 
you sound like. 

Cowell has big plans for Boyle, 
as he told New York Times, “We will 
ship between three million and five 
million copies of a Susan Boyle 
album.” A record deal may be in the 
works as the hit maker who is respon- 


Susan Boyle belts it ‘out on Britain’ s Got Talent, ‘becoming an instant hit with we 


Dream a Dream.” 

sible for making singers like Leona 
Lewis, Paul Potts, Kelly Clarkson, 
and Carrie Underwood big, is talking 
with Boyle about signing her to his 
company in Syco. He told New York 
Times, “Paul Potts sold five million, I 
think there's a chance we could dou- 
ble that.” 

It is truly amazing how one 
unglamorous 47-year-old woman 
appears on Britain's Got Talent, and 
then next time you turn around you 
hear about her and see her every- 
where. However, is it maybe all hap- 
pening a little too fast? I will admit 
Boyle has a very good voice which 
covers up the way she looks, but I 
think talking about record contracts 
and signing her up to Syco is pushing 
it a little too far a little too fast. The 
only reason, in my opinion, for why 
this woman is getting a lot of atten- 
tion is just because of the fact that 
you would never be able to tell that 


someone like that would have a voice 
as great as that. It's one of those very 
rare moments that captures television 
and the internet to the point that it 
becomes the mest talked about thing 
in the world. 

Maureen Callahan of the New 
York Post said, “there is something 
disturbing about how quickly Boyle 
was elevated from talent show joke to 


heartily embraced star in the matter - 


of minutes.” She also said, “She's a 


. plain Jane, but boy what a voice!” 


It is a good point to take in. Why 
so quick? J don't think she should get 
more attention than other amazing 
unknown singers out there because 
there are many out there that are just 
as good as she is, but just haven't 
been discovered yet. Therefore, why 
should she be able to get all this fame 
right away and receive tons of inter- 
views from people as if she has been 
a star for years? I don't believe it's 


fair. There's a lot more talent out 


there, and probably even some people 
who could make Boyle just seem 
average. 

I think it's good that she's getting 
out there and getting recognized, but 
there's no need for all this stardom 
especially this early in the game. All 


she did was sing one song, and every- . 
one goes crazy on how great she is. . 


Not saying she can't sing anything 
else, but there may be some songs 
that she couldn't even think of touch- 
ing. Sure, that's how a lot of other 
singers are, but there are ones out 
there that could pretty much sing 
anything they wanted to and make it 
their own. Therefore, I think Boyle 
should get a little more comfortable 
before she gets too excited and jumps 
out in the famous life, because jump- 


ing into something too quick could : 
result in geen out quickly. 


Bret Michaels is rolling into Hampton 


“Rock Of Love” star 
is getting closer 


By CRISTINA NAPOLI 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


As “Daisy Of Love” premieres 
on VH1, star of “Rock Of Love” and 
all its following seasons, Bret 
Michaels, is slated to perform at the 
Casino Ballroom in Hampton Beach, 
N.H. on May 1 with the first guitar 
cords sounding at 8 p.m. The show is 
already sold out. 

Sorry, fans. 

Though, really, who expected 
tickets to stay available for too long? 

Everyone remembers the hit tele- 
vision show, bringing girls upon girls 
into his life, hoping to find love. 

He didn't find it with Heather. 

He didn't find it with Amber. 

Serves him right for not picking 
Daisy. 

And call me pessimistic, but I 
really don't think that he's going to be 
keeping Miss Penthouse Pet A.K.A. 
Taya around for too long. I° was 
dumbfounded when I found out they 
were still together at the reunion. 

Now, raise your hand if you think 
that “Rock Of Love” is going to be 
coming back for a season 4? 

Yup, that's just about everyone. 


The Hampton Casino Ballroom's 
website says, “Bret Michaels is back 
and better than ever.” 

Does that mean he's single again? 
You can never seem to tell with 
celebrities. : 

Michaels will be singing the 
Poison songs fans love with his trade- 
mark bandana and cowboy hat. 

The Casino Ballroom says that 
the songs that will be performed will 
pull fans into a “setting that allows 
you. to get closer than you have ever 
been to the man himself.” 

So as May | gets closer and clos- 
er and fans are more than likely 
devising whatever’ plan they can 
think of to get in, Bret Michaels’ tour 
bus gets ever closer, riding a lot faster 
now that it is without 20 girls and 
their insane amount of clothes and 
jewelry. 

Though, really, I wouldn’t be sur- 
prised if he found himself touring 
with another batch of girls, looking 
for yet another Rock Of Love. 

And in honesty, part of me seri- 
ously wonders if the celebrities inten- 
tionally pick the person that they 
know is completely wrong for them. 
It only leads to heartbreak and anoth- 
er season. 

You call me a pessimist and I’m 
not going to deny it. These celebrities 
just can’t seem to ever make up their 
minds. 


Courtesy of VH1.com 
Bret Michaels’ tour bus is getting closer to the ever 
popular Hampton Casino Ballroom. 


Level: 


Complete the grid so 
each row, column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit, 1 to 9. For 
strategies on how to 


solve Sudoku, visit 
www.sudoku.org.uk 


THE SAMURA\ OF peue By The Mepham Group 


SOLUTION TO LAST 
WEEK’S PUZZLE 
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THE TV C 


by Jacqueline E. 


ACROSS 
Role on “Brothers & Sisters” 
Bernie, for one 

Harris and O’Neill 

Diminish gradually 
Guadalajara gold 

Tom Hanks’ age 


Ryan 
“Little Women” author’s initials 
“Land’s __” (1995-96) 


“Desperate Housewives” role 

ce Spies” (2002-04) 

Go quickly 

1995-2005 crime drama series 
“__-12” (1968-75) 

QR forerunners 2 

“Jane ”: 96 Anna Paquin film 
FBI crime lab evidence 

Pierce 

“John” (1988-92) 

“The Longest __”; 1974 Burt 
Reynolds movie 

Units of time: abbr. 

Prefix for taste or trust 

“Viva Vegas” 

Role on “NCIS” 


Solution to Last Week’s Puzzle 


R 


(c) 2009 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. 


NE 


OSSWORD 


OON OUNAWDN= 


haaaa 
NOW=-O0 


Mathews 


___ Thompson 
Bob Hope’s age at death 
Green fruits 

“Dog ___ Dog” (2002-03) 
Slip up 

“L_et’s Make __” 

“Day __” (1993-95) 

“It Now” (1951-58) 
Mail 


DOWN 

a one; none 
“House” (1989-90) 
Actor Auberjonois and others 
“Queen of Soul” 

Shhe 2215 reality series since ’01 
“Brothers in __”; 2005 David 
Carradine movie 

1989-97 series set at a school 
Se HOUR: 

Pet for the Flintstones 

Caesar, for one 
“7. Death” 
“The Famous __ 
Goals 

Role on “The West Wing” 
Certain vote 

“The __”: °67 Dustin Hoffman film 
Santa __, CA 

Actress Gibbs 

Boatman’s item 

Network for “Bill Moyers Journal” 
Mr. Close 

Most-watched series of the 
1983-84 season 

“Dark __” (1996-97) 

Piece of playground equipment 
Martin, for one 

Times past 

“Hit Me, Baby, One __ Time” 
1986-91 series for Clifton Davis 
“It and Weep”; (06 TV movie 
High-speed Internet letters 
“George & __” (1997-98) 


Z” (1989-90) 
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April 27-May 3, 2009 

lo ARIES (March 20- 
¥ (? April 18) - Improved pro- 
cedures or new personnel 

Artes may this week cause 
unexpected delays. 

Although annoying, offer silent sup- 
port: at present authority figures may 
be highly sensitive to group criti- 
cism. After Thursday surprising 
business or romantic proposals may 
arrive without warning: use this time 
to explore potential friendships with 
creative people. In the coming weeks 
new social contacts will provide 


complex and exciting opportunities: 
respond quickly to all invitations. 


TAURUS (April 19- 
May 19) - Friends and 
lovers may this week be 
mildly possessive of your 
time: after Monday watch for unusu- 
al messages or social confrontations. 
For many Taureans much of this may 
be a repetition of past disputes. If so, 
study the opinions and actions of 
loved ones: obvious clues will soon 
lead to meaningful breakthroughs. 
Later this week a bizarre workplace 
mistake may create unusual financial 
or time expectations. Be precise: key 
officials will closely examine all 


paperwork. 
June 20) For many 
Geminis creativity, pas- 
Gemini Sion and sensuality are 
now increasing. Early this 
week watch for compelling invita- 
tions and rare emotional overtures. 
Potential mates will now steadily 
reveal their deeper feelings. Respond 
with enthusiasm: romantic compli- 
ments are sincere. Wednesday 
through Saturday pay special atten- 


Taurus 


GEMINI (May 20- 


tion to the minor comments of fami- 
ly members or workmates. Someone 
close may now need to attend to 
family issues or take a brief rest: 
remain receptive. 


CANCER (June 21- 
July 21) - Ethical issues 


and complex legal 
restrictions may this 
week be _ resolved. 


Beginning late Monday, and lasting 


‘for the next 8 days, watch for author- 


ity figures to announce key decisions 
and clarify past misunderstandings. 
Late instructions, unfinished paper- 
work or unique assignments may be 
accented: stay alert. After Friday 
some Cancerians will experience a 
dramatic wave of sensuality and 
romantic attraction. If so, chose 
wisely: new relationships ~ will 
become quickly demanding. 


St 


Leo” 


LEO (July 22-Aug. 
22) - Managers or offi- 
cials may this week pro- 
vide unreliable informa- 
tion or vague promises. In 
the coming weeks, however, dis- 
jointed projects will net positive 
rewards: remain dedicated. After 
Tuesday family relations will 
improve: expect joyful moments and 
witty exchanges. Some Leos will 
this week end almost three months 
of low family interest or social dis- 
appointment. Take time to fully 
explore new suggestions: someone 
close may now need to witness your 
renewed faith. 


m 


Virgo 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 21) - Study intimate 
relationships closely this 
week. At present others 
may reveal obvious clues 


to their long-term intentions. Key 
family decisions and. new daily 
habits are highlighted: watch for 
loved ones to press for added com- 
mitments or revised home rules. 
Thursday through Saturday accents 
home renovations, financial specula- 
tion and detailed family discussions. 
Although bothersome, this is the 
right time to begin complex building 
projects or land contracts. Remain 
determined. 


LIBRA (Sept. 22-Oct. 
22) - Let loved ones work 
through their own prob- 
'@ lems this week. For many 
Librans this is not a good time to 
take on added emotional strain or act 
as mediator. Stay detached and wait 
for obvious signs of progress. Late 
Tuesday a four day period of fast 
business plans and new financial 
schemes arrives. Colleagues or part- 
ners will soon create surprising 
opportunities: expect compelling 
ideas. By early next week reliable 
paperwork will arrive: thoroughly 
study all contracts. 


uaa 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23- 


Nov. 21) - Group dynam-~ 


ics and social loyalties 
Scorpio may be unusually compli- 

cated over the next few 
days. Follow your instincts and 
avoid public declarations of affec- 
tion. At present, friends and lovers 
will easily misinterpret words, com- 
ments or promises. Wednesday 
through Saturday highlights revised 
job descriptions, new team projects 
and strained workplace relation- 
ships: expect a recent business pro- 
posal to be postponed. A demanding 
week: stay focused and wait for vital 
announcements. 


SAGITTARIUS 

(Nov. 22-Dec. 20) - 

Work companions may 
Sagittarius this week challenge your 
ideas, habits or sugges- 

tions. Don't be rattled: over the next 
six days colleagues and new 
employees will be seen to be unnec- 
essarily boastful. Tuesday through 
Friday accents charming social or 
romantic invitations. A new friend or 
work mate may wish to explore a 
deeper relationship. If so, expect 
ongoing flirtations. Later this week- 
end family discussions will settle a 
bothersome financial dispute: ask for 


confirmed details. 
Sas 

ro Diclante 1) << Unusual 
? business or financial news 
Capricorn may arrive early this 
week. If so, expect last 
minute adjustments, cancelled proj- 
ects or poorly defined instructions. 


. CAPRICORN (Dec. 


Give authority figures more time to: 


settle outstanding personnel issues: 
your patience will be rewarded. 
After Wednesday many Capricorns 
will experience a compelling wave 
of social interest and subtle romantic 
overtures. This is an excellent time 
to search out new relationships or 
broaden your social circle: stay 
open. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20- 

WN Feb. 18) - Colleagues will 
VN soon revise their social 
Aquarius outlook and group expec- 
tations. Late Monday 

watch for others to question their 
own abilities or confidence. Be gra- 
cious: in the coming weeks clarity 
and optimism will arrive in all busi- 
ness relationships. Wednesday 
through Friday a new friendship may 


turn briefly romantic. Potential 
lovers will now demand clear signals 
and bold decisions. Wait, however. 
for new circumstances: before mid- 
May complex social triangles may 
prove distracting. 


A 


Pisces 


PISCES (Feb. 19- 
March 19) - Watch paper- 
work for valuable new 
opportunities: within the 
next few days vital work 
assignments may steadily expand tc 
include revised partnerships o1 
lucrative business proposals. Afte1 
Tuesday social messages may be 
unusually scattered: expect compet- 
ing facts or opinions. Friends and 
relatives will soon revise their ideas 
concerning long-term promises 
daily expectations and social or fam- 
ily planning. Stay focused on imme- 
diate goals and all will be well. 


If your birthday is _ this 
week...open discussions betweer 
friends or new revelations from 
loved ones may soon bring about ar 
unusual social or romantic triangle 
Between May 24th and June 11th 
expect close relationships to be 
unpredictable and easily derailed by 
doubt. Remain optimistic, however. 
and watch for a compelling wave of 
intimacy and renewed understanding 
to arrive in late June. After mid- 
August financial restrictions will be 
lifted: expect job promotions. 
revised contracts and secondary 
sources of income to eventually 
bring favorable news. By early 
September a workable balanced 
between family plans and financial 
obligations will be achieved: remain 
patient. ' 

For private consultation, please 
visit www.mysticstars.net. 


CATCH UP! GET AHEAD! 


TAKE A COURSE THIS SUMMER! 
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY, GOVERNMEN 
PHILOSOPHY AND ECONOMICS 


FIVE WEEK SESSION (May 12-June 12) — 


ECO 201-F Microeconomics 

GOV 101-F American Gov't & Politics 
HIS 101-F U.S. History I 

HIS 121-F World Civilizations I 


PHI 101-F. 
PHI 121-LE — 


ECO 201-O1A 
ECO 202-01A 
GEO 101-0O1A 
GOV 101-O1A 
HIS 101-01A 
HIS 201-014 
PHI 110-O1A 
REL 101-O1A 


Microeconomics 
Macroeconomics 
Intro to Geography 
American Gov't & Pol 


_U.S. History I 


Recent U.S. History “” 
Ethics 
World Religions 


TWR 6:30-9:10 pm 
TWR 6:30-9:10 pm 
TWRE 9:00-11:00 am 
TWR 6:30-9:10 pm 


EIGHT WEEK SESSION (June 15-August 6) 


Orientation 6/13, 10:00-10:50 am_ 


TBA 
A. Froner 
A. Morse 
J. St.Pierre 


“ON-LINE (June 13- August 6) 


Orientation 6/13,-9:00-9:50 am 


Orientation 6/13, 9:00-9: 50 am 


Orientation 6/13, 10:00-10: 50 am 
Orientation 6/15, 5:00-5:30 pm 


Orientation 6/13, 11:00-11: 50. am 
Orientation 6/13, 9:00-9:50 am 


REGISTER NOW! 


a WwW. Kibbe os aden eee 
W. Kibbe ae ove 
-E.Wilcoxson | «= * 
S.Slaner Cw eae 
S. Russell 
S. Collins” ..° ~~ 
M. Gunning 
J. Gustafson’ 
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ious bake sales 
fight the good fight 
ind fill stomachs 


By NICK SERMUKSNIS 
t. Se. Editor 


If you 
| catch me walk- 
[ying into the C 
x he Building in the 
* 7 | morning I usu- 
so ally look very 
‘ reserved. I 
hi keep to myself 
d the stairs to the Observer 
y connecting with the faces 
me. There are particular 
“where my _ reserved 
r lightens to a broad, thank- 
: These mornings are when I 
on bake sales. 
} ickly ‘search my wallet for 
Tf I have money to-spare then 
; dash to the food-cluttered 
ge of tables. Bake sales 
ecome ingrained in my college 
3 rience as well as my digestive 
IrOCess. 
When your alarm clock fails you. 
When your car ails you. When there 
1ever seems to be enough time to sit 
Jown and enjoy a bowl of cereal or 
at a ae pastry. “You need 


Pee |6C After 

spending the 
- last week try- 

ing to find 
® (unsuccessfully 
I might add) 
__ people to inter- 
& view about 
Latin rock or 
pafiol or whatever you 
I decided to shift my 
trying to find out why 
‘seemingly forgotten. 
e about me creating an 
laylist so people can 


les, punk, alternative and even 
fal but over the years most of the 
ds have developed a fusion of 
se sounds coupled with unconven- 
tional instruments like flutes, accor- 
ns and varying percussion. 

The style has its roots back in the 
s of Carlos Santana who began 
orporating rock guitar and Latin 
le percussion and ethnic rhythms. 
hough Santana never really 
braced the Latin rock tag, in the 
- to late-eighties, a new crop of 
icians had shown up ready to 
2 on that mantle. 


ANG Vows RR 


something in your stomach to get 
through a tough exam. When you 
contemplate how there still isn't 
equality among the masses, how 
there are people who can't afford to 
further their dreams, or when people 
around the world are denied their 


_basic human rights. 


Bake sales are here to help. If you 
catch:a bake sale while contemplat- 
ing any of these pressing issues on 
your way into school, slip 'em a dol- 
lar, save the world, and rub your 
belly. 

The growling in my belly is sup- 
porting the causes of Amnesty 
International, the Gay/Straight 
Alliance, Community Outreach, and 
any other organization willing to 
fight for social reform by filling my 
stomach. 

I spend a lot of time walking 
around the school observing, pun 
intended, the various intricacies that 
make up our college community. 
Different organizations try different 
things to promote their cause or build 
revenue so they can do it themselves. 
I must say though, flyers have never 
and will never trump a good cupcake. 

Reanne Malesky agrees. 

~“They definitely are. They 
always turn a profit and don't require 
too much effort to organize.” 


Bands like Mexico's Caifanes 
(later known as Jaguares), Soda 
Stereo from Argentina, Toque 
Profundo from Dominican Republic, 
and my personal favorite, hailing 
from Spain, Heroes Del Silencio. 
Despite showing up in the 80s these 
bands for the most part hit pay dirt in 
the 90s that gave rise to a second 
wave of bands like Ekhymosis, Mana 
and La Ley. 


year at Northern Essex. She is a 
member of several. campus-spon- 
sored organizations including 
and 
Community Outreach, and has partic- 


ipated in just about every bake sale 


Amnesty International 


I've supported. 
“On average we make between 
100 and 200 dollars,” said Malesky, 


> the Espanol 


“Bl Duelo” by La Ley. These 
guys were part of the second wave of 
bands and had a decided, more pop 
oriented sound but I ain't ashamed of 
liking this song. 

“Clavado en un Bar” by Mana: 
the song that made them internation- 
al superstars and basically the biggest 
band after Soda Stereo. 

“Solo” by Ekhymosis. They 
went from being a Metallica loving 


These bands seemed to remain popular 
up until the late 90s and early 2000... 


se 


These bands seemed to remain 
popular up until the late 90s and early 
2000 when outfits either broke up or 
musicians embarked on solo careers. 
And now I sit here trying to plead my 
case for a comeback. And finally the 
part you've all been waiting for: my 
playlist. Trust me you'll want to fire 
up the iTunes for these songs. 

“De musica ligera” by Soda 
Stereo. This is probably the most 
popular song in the genre's history 
and one of the catchiest as well. 

“La Negra Tomasa” by Caifanes. 
This is one of the best examples of 
using ethnic instrumentation. 

“Entre Dos Tierras” by Heroes 
Del Silencio, it's a prog rock alterna- 
tive mash up that you'll never get out 
of your head. 


thrash band to a sound more akin to 
their native Colombia. 

“Podemos hacernos dano” by 
Juanes. Former Ekhymosis singer 
went solo and off of his first record 
he scores this socially conscious 
gem. 

“Lamento Boliviano” by 
Enanitos Verdes. These guys were 
also members of the first wave of 
bands and hit it big in 1994 with this 
ode to depression and drinking. 

“Matador” by Los Fabulosos 
Cadillacs. This song is just really fun 
to sing along to. 

“Volver a Comenzar” by Café 
Tacuba. If you've played the video 
game “Little Big Planet” chances are 
you've heard this song because it's 
the best song in it. 


“and if it's a really good sale we've 
made upwards of 320 [dollars].” 

Malesky argues that people flock 
to Meredith Gunning's goulash. 

“People-love that stuff,” she said. 
I mirror their sentiments. 

Bake sales also create a great 
interplay between organization and 
potential donators. 

“That's how I was recruited to 


Community Outreach” said Malesky. 


sapeae =) auuy AuUpr 40 


Attack of t] theta sales 


MCTcampus photo 
Glinchkes are just one of the many delicious delicacies that fight against social 


injustice across our great world. Do your part and eat one. Not this one; it’s mine. 
Malesky, a Business Transfer stu- 
dent, is nearing the end of her first 


Bake sales are a great way to 
build awareness for your interest 
group. People will ask what the bake 
sale is for and it gives organizations 
an opportunity to pitch their cause. 

“We give meeting times and what 
we're about,” said Malesky. 

Knowing is half the battle and it's 
good to know that you aren't donat- 
ing money to the Fourth Reich. 


Free comics 


Free Comic Book 
Day has returned to 


sate your desires 


By NICK SERMUKSNIS 
Alt. Edge Editor 


Free Comic Book Day has 
returned for another go-around with a 
bevy of free titles and specials to 
ensnare wayward moviegoers and 
recurring comic book aficionados 
come May 2. FCBD has been an 
annual event since 2002 and always 
hits at the beginning of the summer 
blockbuster season. 

FCBD only applies to comic 
book specialty shops. You won't find 
freebies on the racks in grocery 
stores. 

“It's to reward readers of 
comics,” explained Mick Galuski, 
owner of Toy Soldier in Amesbury, 
Mass., “and let new people try them.” 

Toy Soldier is one of many spe- 
cialty stores participating in the 
FCBD event, including Chris' Cards 
and Comics in Seabrook, N.H. and 
Salem, N.H. 

The economic crisis is affecting 
everything, including comic books. 
With rising prices, having comic 
books as a hobby is becoming 
increasingly more expensive. People 
should not deter, though. 

“If we give away over 100 free 
comics, I will be happy,” said Chris 


Morse, owner of Chris' Cards and 


Comics. 

With an event that creates the 
perfect gateway to get to know comic 
books, Morse is adding 300 addition- 
al trade paperbacks to their current 
slew of $5 graphic novels. 

The most anticipated book seems 
to be DC Comics’ “Blackest Night 
#0” by Geoff Johns and Ivan Reis, 
which kick off their Green Lantern- 
centric summer event Blackest 
Night. Long story short it's the DC 
Universe versus a zombie lantern 
corp. 

Not to be outdone by DC, Marvel 
be 
Avengers story where they team up 
with Thor to battle--find out true 
believers! It'll be written by regular 


will releasing an original 


Avengers scribe Brian Michael 
Bendis and drawn by the incredible 
Galuski doesn't 
want people to ignore the underdogs, 
though. 
“T think Atomic Robo is hilari- 
us,” he remarked. Atomic Robo is 
by writer Brian Clevinger and artist 
Scott Wegener, and is about an artifi- 
cially intelligent robot with a sense of 
humor that fights the forces of evil. 
After you check out “X-Men 
Origins: Wolverine” this weekend, 


Jimmy Cheung. 


head over to the nearest comic book 
shop and discover a new medium. 
Everyone should be able to find a 
book that suits him or her. 


Page 16 NECC Observer April 29, 2009 


Student shares the 
differences between 


her two homes 


By ADAMA KANN 
Correspondent 


Moving from Africa to America 
was something I never dreamed of. I 
dream about getting married some 
day and having kids, but never 
thought I would ever come to a place 
called America. I remember my 
Mother telling me that my Father was 
in the United States but I never 
thought anything of it. Therefore, 
when my mother told me that my 
father filed for me to go live with him 
I was surprised. 

Three months after my mother 
talked to me about coming to America 
the time came for me to leave my 
- friends and family, and move to a new 
place where I did not know anyone 
except my dad. My trip from Africa to 
America took about 24 hours. I was so 
tired that the first thing I did was I 
took a shower and went to bed. I woke 
up the next day at 11 a.m. 

The first thing I noticed was that 
the houses were wood instead of 


bricks. I was surprised because all the 
houses in Africa are brick houses 
unless you live in the village then the 
houses are made of mud. Also, my 
father and my stepmother were 
always working except on weekends. 
Which was unusual to me because in 
Africa there was always someone 
home to take people out and in the 
United States the only time I could go 
out was on the weekends. 

Seeing snow for the first time was 
very exciting because seeing it on the 
TV and actually experiencing it was 
two different things. The snow was so 
cold that I felt like I traded my hot 
weather for a freezer. I was so afraid 
of the snow that I used to wear four 
tops and two pants before I left the 
house. Not being able to speak in my 
language was very hard because that 
was the only way I felt comfortable 
communicating with people. Even 
though I spoke English in Africa I 
only spoke it in school and outside of 
school I spoke my languages, which 
were French, Twis and Fantie. When I 
came here I could not speak these lan- 
guages because no one understood it. 
Also, the only language my brother 
and sister understood was English. 


GSA goes to 


Student recounts 


experience at the 


LGBT conference 


By MARY MARSHALL 
Correspondent 


A small group of students at 
Northern Essex Community College 
who are members of the 
Gay/Straight Alliance spent last 
weekend at the Northeast LGBT 
Conference at the State University 
of New York at Albany. I feel very 
privileged to have been a part of that 
group. The conference was very 
powerful and taught us a lot about 
LGBT issues. 

The theme of the weekend was 
Facets of Oppression. It was an eye- 
opening experience. The ability for 
us as NECC students to attend this 
conference was a great opportunity. 
We got to network with people who 
are very active in the LGBT commu- 
nity, as well as other high school and 
college students, facing the same 
issues. 

We arrived on a Friday night and 
attended the Breaking the Silence 
rally, which was followed by an 
amazing show by a group of drag 
kings called “All the Kings Men.” It 
was a great way to start the week- 
end. 

Hearing what some students who 
were at this conference went through 
really gave meaning to The Day of 
Silence. Most LGBT students have 
heard of or had horrible experiences 
when they come out with their sexu- 


al orientation or gender identity. For 
those students who, so far in life, 
have been lucky enough to escape 
physical or verbal abuse this was a 
very eye-opening experience. 

One of the student speakers, a 
gay male attending SUNY at Albany, 
was tormented every day by his two 
roommates for his sexuality before 
he even came out of the closet. The 
verbal abuse was so bad that he 
wanted to die. After a facebook 
group was started about him he 
finally decided to do something 
about torment. He got both of his 
roommates kicked out of HIS room. 
His speech was a very powerful 
demonstration of how one student 
can stand up to a group to get what 
he deserves. : 

Saturday started off with the 
same kick as Friday night. The open- 


ing speech was by Kate Bornstein. 


She is the author of a book called 
“Hello, Cruel World: 101 
Alternatives to Suicide for Teens, 
Freaks, and Other Outlaws.” Her 
speech was full of inspiration and 
expletives. It was real. She didn't try 
to sugar coat what LGBT people will 
face in this harsh world. The main 
point was “don't be mean,” no matter 
what we can prevail. 

The day was also filled with 
three breakout sessions, where stu- 
dents had the ability to go to differ- 
ent workshops of their choice. I've 
never seen so many opportunities for 
students to learn what was most 
important to them. We got to choose 
to learn about LGBT friendly 
schools, LGBT issues and govern- 


Therefore, I went from speaking 
English only at school to speaking 
English on a daily basis. 

Eating American food like pizza 
and burgers was challenging for me 
because most of this food was new to 


me. Eating pizza for the first time was” 


a disaster because I felt like there 
were so many things on the pizza. I 
was open to change so I ate at differ- 
ent restaurants, which was new to me 


GBT Conference _— 


ment, LGBT and religion, or any- 
thing else that was important to us as 
individuals not as a mass group. 
There was so much available to us. It 
was incredible. 

The other two keynote speakers, 
Jeff Key and Sabrina Sojourner, 
were phenomenal. They are both 
individuals who have stood up and 
done the right thing at the right time, 
and proven that no matter what your 
sexual orientation is if you try hard 
enough you can accomplish any- 
thing. They have made their voices 
heard. 

The keynote speakers not only 
gave very moving speeches, they 
were also personal with the people at 
the conference. I think that's what 
made this conference so great. The 
speakers gave their speeches, told 
their stories, but also took the time to 
hear our stories. They were genuine, 
listened, and cared about the stu- 
dents. With the things that they've 
experienced, having them listen to 
my story meant a lot. It made their 
advice real and true, it wasn't just 
scripted words to make me feel 
good. 

I have been to other LGBT 
events, and never been this effected 
by the event and the speakers. I've 
never felt more, passionately about 
LGBT issues in my community and 
in the country. This conference made 
everything real. It made the issues 
hit home. That's exactly what we 
need, and we need more of it. This is 
how the LGBT community can cre- 
ate change in this country, which it 
desperately needs. 


because in Africa I prefer eating at 
home than at restaurants. One restau- 
rant I regret eating at was McDonald's 
because the first time I ate there I felt 
sick to my stomach. 

Making new friends was very 
hard not because I could not make 
friends but making friends that I can 
trust. I trusted all my friends in Africa 
because they were all family members 
and we build our trust over the years. 


Graphic by Nick Sermuksnis _ 
There are about as many cultural differences between the United States and Africa 
as there is water separating them. 


I finally made friends but I did not 


trust them enough to tell them my 
deepest feelings or secrets. 


It took a long time but I finally am . 


able to trust my friends and my 
friends were able to gain my trust. I 
believe the only thing that kept me 


here in the United States was that I 


life is too short not to experience. 


wire photo 


State University of New York at Albany hosts the 
LGBT conference in honor of alumna Harvey Milk. 


wanted to experience new things and 


NASCAR 8 popularity 
. is on the rise, as are 
their vehicles 


_By CHRISTIAN STONE 
| Sports Editor 


I knew 
there had to be 
a reason that 
_NASCAR rac- 
g is the most 
popular sport 
in the nation, 
and I was 
F reminded of it 
when Carl 
Edwards No. 
99 car went airborne on the final lap 
at Talladega Superspeedway . on 
Sunday, April 26. 

As much as Id like to find a rea- 
son to watch a bunch of guys driving 
around in a circle all day long, its not 
necessarily anything I couldn’t see 
looking out the window of my apart- 
ment building. Sure those people on 
the road in Methuen may not be driv- 
ing at 188 miles per hour, the average 
speed at Talladega, but they still 
drive erratically which always makes 
for some quality entertainment. I’m 
always waiting for the loud thunder- 
ous sound of a collision. Did I say 
waiting? Cause I meant ey 
anticipating. Don’t get me wrong, I 


Knights on a roll 


don’t wish harm upon anyone but 
destruction fulfills my appetite for 
entertainment. Call me cruel but our 
society is one in which violence and 
entertainment is synonymous. Upon 
hearing of Carl Edwards dramatic 
flip at the end of the Aaron’s 499 on 
Sunday it made me think, maybe 
these NASCAR fans are onto some- 
thing. 

Edwards was: leading the race 
roughly 500 yards before the finish 
line when he tried to block Brad 
Keselowski’s Chevrolet car from 
passing him. Edwards hit 
Keselowski’s front right corner panel 
and proceeded to lose control, catch- 
ing air and slamming into the catch 
fence sending debris into the crowd. 
Maybe they aren’t onto something 
after all. 


Seven people suffered injuries as_ | 


a result of the wreck. They were all 
spectators; Edwards emerged from 
the wreck and began to run toward to 
finish line while Keselowski finished 
the race in first place. 

“None of the injuries are danger- 
ous or life threatening,” said Dr. 
Bobby Lewis, medical director at 
Talladega. “Mostly bumps and bruis- 
es with possible minor fractures.” 

Two women were airlifted to 
nearby hospitals, one with an alleged 
broken jaw and a cut in her mouth 
and the other for an unspecified unre- 
lated medical condition according to 
Lewis. The other injured fans were 
treated and released. 


Despite the wreck occurring just 
shy of the finish line, Edwards was 
careless to the abrupt loss he suffered 
as he focused his concerns toward 
the fans of the game. 

“T’m glad the car didn’t go up in 
the grandstands,” he said thankfully. 
“T saw some fencing at one point and 
that made me a little bit nervous. I 
don’t know if I could live with 


" NASCAR.com courtesy photo 
Carl Edwards goes flying through the air toward 
bewildered spectators at the Aaron’s 499 at Talladega 
Superspeedway on April 26. 


myself if I ended up in the grand- 
stands.” 

Keselowski was also thankful 
that nobody was seriously hurt, but at 
the same time much like me, extract- 
ed a positive from the disaster. 

“JT don’t want to wreck anyone, 
but to say a no-contact sport is fun. I 
don’t buy that. These guys want to 
see contact as much as I want to give 
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ASCAR starts to take flight 


it and take it,” said Keselowski. 

On Monday, Talladega officials 
will judge the fences to see if any- 
thing needs to be done to ensure the 
safety of the fans. Track president 
Rick Humphrey said they would 
determine whether or not the fences 
need to be raised in order to keep 
debris from flying into the stands. 

“The system in place did its job,” 
Humphrey said. “ It is designed to 
put the race car back on the track and 
it certainly did. But we will certain- 
ly look at videos and all that we have 
to see if there’s anything else that 
needs to be done.” 

Even though the events that 
unfolded could have gone better, 
only seven people suffered minor 
injuries for one of the worst acci- 
dents in recent NASCAR history. 
The fact that nobody was significant- 
ly hurt makes it all right to admit that 
the accident itself was the best part of 
the entire race. Keselowski even 
knew it. I’m sure the fans of the sport 
would say the exact same thing. I 
wouldn’t stop going to baseball 
games if I got hit in the face with a 
foul ball, I’d probably bring my 
glove next time around though. 
Perhaps NASCAR fans should con- 
sider the back row next time 
Talladega comes around, but either 
way the accident no doubt promoted 
NASCAR’s value for entertainment, 
which shouldn’t have the fans run- 
ning for their lives. 


The Knights take-a hot 
streak into a double-header 
against Mount Ida 


By BRANDON BERNIER 
Correspondent 


The NECC Men’s baseball team seems to 
be on a roll as of late winning their last five 
out of six games going into Monday’s double 
header against the Mustangs from Mount 
Ida. 

It was not the best day for baseball as the 
weather was cold with a light breeze hover- 
ing the field. Blankets and other worm attire 
were brought out for the courageous fans 
that came out to support both teams, and 
they were not disappointed. 

The Knights struck first and held onto a 
comfortable three to nothing lead for the bet- 
ter part of the game. With the ejection of the 
Mount Ida second baseman due to unsports- 
manlike conduct, the Mustangs battled back 
to take the lead going into the seventh and 
final inning. Shortstop and team captain 
Bruce Brown stepped up the plate in the bot- 
tom half of the second with score tied 4-4. 

“J was looking for a good pitch to drive,” 
said Brown. 

That is BrActly 9 what he got as he drove 
the ball deep to right center field, the center- 
fielder retreated quickly only to realize that 
he had no chance to catch the ball. Brown’s 
walk off homerun, and fifth of the season, 


helped the Knights take game one of a great 
game between the two institutions. 

Brandon Boucher was credited as the 
winning pitcher, as the sophomore stud 
pitched very well, giving seven strong 
innings and improving his pitching record 


Mctcampus photo 
The Knights have given a lot of 
people something to cheer 
about as of late. 


this season to 3-3. 

Defensive standouts are assured to third 
baseman Darwin Fabian scooping:a ball out 
the dirt to tag down a stolen base attempt and 
another cutting down a runner trying to 
sneak home for a score. 

The hustle and determination this team 
has been playing with over the last few 
weeks has a ripple effect that cannot go 
unnoticed winners of six out the last seven. 


Read the Observer online: 


www.necc.mass.edu/observer 


- 


Business 


_ program from a Massachusetts community college may enroll with benefits 


Westfield State College is now offering a bachelor’s degree-completion 
program in Business with concentrations in Management, Marketing 
and Finance. Students with an associate’s degree in a designated business 


of the Commonwealth Transfer Compact and the Joint Admissions Program. 


Online classes are offered during the 15-week fall and spring semesters, 
two 6-week summer sessions, and winter session. 


To apply for the Online Business program, or for 
more information visit: www.wsc.ma.edu/onlinebusiness 


Questions? Email us at: onlinebusiness@wsc.ma.edu. 


Westfield 
State College 


DIVISION OF GRADUATE & 
CONTINUING EDUCATION 


333 Western Avenue 

Westfield, Massachusetts 01086 
(413) 572-8022 
wsc.ma.edu/onlinebusiness 
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UFC brings brawl to Montreal 


UFC 97 provided the 


good, the bad and the 


ugly 
By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinion Editor 


WIKE.S OYE 
Redemption 
brought 
mixed martial 
arts fans both 
good news 
and bad 
news.. The 
main event 
raised more 
questions 
than it answered and it reaffirmed 
that some fighters have seen bet- 
ter days. On the other hand we 
saw other fighters looking to 
make a statement and look t 
remain relevant in this ultra com- 
petitive sport. 

First things first as a longtime 
fan of MMA I must say that the 
main event pitting pound for 
pound king Anderson Silva 
against Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu ace 
Thales Leites was one of the most 
boring and plodding matches n 
UFC history. 

On paper at least it seemed 
like an intriguing battle, Silva 
was looking to break the record 
for most consecutive wins within 
the UFC Octagon and in pre fight 
interviews has expressed interest 
in removing the memory of his 
last performance, a lackluster 
skirmish against Patrick Cote last 
October. Leites was riding a five 


Heart of a champion 


fight winning streak and his pen- 


chant for grappling made him a’ 


huge threat to Silva. 

With Silva sowing a weak- 
ness for superior grappling and 
Leites’ tendency to absorb as 
much punishment as possible 
while striking we knew before- 
hand that the fight was going to 
be tentative in the early rounds, 
we didn’t know it was going to 
remain like that for five rounds. 
Silva seemed either bored r frus- 
trated while sopping all of Leites’ 
takedown attempts and firing 
away the occasional kick or leg 


punch (yes you read correctly). 
Leites seemed to become dis- 
heartened after his early take- 


‘down attempts went nowhere and 


resorted to lazily flop on is back 

and try to pull guard on Silva. 
And finally after thirty min- 

utes of mind numbing sparring 


‘and constant booing ‘from the 


Montreal crowd Silva notched a 
unanimous decision win moving 
him to 24-4 while Leites fell to 
14-2. ¢ 
Silva’s lack of enthusiasm 
(although both fighters here are 
to blame as Leites also looked 


MCTcampus photo 


Anderson Silva put on a performance not worthy of 
his pound for pound stature 


I don’t know. I just didn’t feel right 


tonight. 


— Chuck Liddell | 


like he didn’t care about his per- 
formance) comes as bit of a sur- 
prise. Sure he’s on top of the 
world right now and UFC brass 
aren’t willing to grant him is wish 


to box Roy Jones Jr. but that - 


doesn’t mean that the UFC mid- 


dleweight division is devoid of 


hungry and worthy opponents. 
Yushin Okami, Nate 
Marquardt, Wanderlei Silva and 
Dan Henderson have all 
expressed their desire to face 
Silva. This is without consider- 


‘ing guys like the undefeated 


Demian Maia, recently signed 
Yoshihiro Akiyama, the always 
dangerous Denis Kang and the 
possibility of Georges St-Pierre 
coming up in weight to fight 
Silva. 

In the co-main event longtime 
UFC workhorse Chuck Liddell 
confirmed what many in the 
MMA community had feared, 
that much like death and taxes 
retirement in inevitable. Liddell 
despite switching his training 
regimen and coming out ready to 
kill was no match for a reinvigo- 
rated Mauricio “Shogun” Rua 
who knocked him out 4:28 into 


the first round. 

Liddell who turns 40 in 
December and has dropped three 
of his last four fights talked about 
a possible retirement in the post 


fight press conference “I gotta go — 


home and talk to everybody. I 


don’t know. I just didn’t feel right 


tonight.” 

Liddell despite being a man 
that I would never see cry had a 
tinge of shame and sadness in his 
voicel’ve never heard before. It’s 


lamentable that in likely his last 


fight within the UFC cage he had 
to go out like that. 

The way I see it is despite that 
we will lose Liddell we have a 


-new threat in Rua who hasn’t 


looked this sharp since his days 
in the now. defunct Pride FC 
organization. At only 27 Rua pos- 


sesses the speed, striking and his — 


superior ground game to be a 
legitimate threat to any top light 
heavyweight. 


UFC 97 was a cocktail of 


heartbreak, boredom and interest. 4 


ing revelations all rolled in one. 


We can only hope that the next 
card is a little less volatile. 


_ The importance 


of stretching 


The Boston Celtics strug- 
gled early but the series with 


the Bulls is far from over 
By Matt McCARRON 


Correspondent 


It is often said that you can never underes- 
timate the heart of a champion. This was 
proven Tuesday night when Ray Allen and the 
Boston Celtics defeated the Chicago Bulls in a 
thriller. The Celtics, who had suffered a crush- 
ing 103-105 overtime loss in game one, were 
desperate to win game two and tie the series at 
one all. 

In that first game, the Celtics looked their 
age against the much younger and more athlet- 
ic Bulls. Rajon Rondo lead the charge for the 
Celtics in game one with 29 points, 9 rebounds, 
and 7 assists. However Rondo’s performance 
was overshadowed by Bulls point guard 
Derrick Rose, who single handedly beat the 
Celtics and led the team to victory with 36 
points. Shooting 12 of 19 from the field. Rose 
was also perfect from the free throw line, going 
12-12. 

However the defining moment came with 
just seconds left in the fourth quarter when 
Celtics captain, Paul Pierce missed a free throw 
that could would have won the game for the 
Celtics. 

Game two was a must-win for the Celtics 
and they did not disappoint. The game was a 
back and forth affair with the Celtics taking a 
six point lead at the end of the first quarter, 
Then in the second quarter the Bulls came 
storming back and at half time the Bulls had 
jumped out to a 61-58 lead. 

The third quarter was much of the same, 
both teams fought for momentum and control 
going into the all-important fourth quarter. 


Luckily for the Celtics, shooting guard Ray 
Allen was up for the challenge. After shooting 
an abysmal 1-12 from the field and 0-6 from 
beyond the arch in game one, many were talk- 
ing about Allen possibly getting off to another 
slow start in the playoffs. 

However in game two Allen was the star of 
the show. He was on fire from beyond the 
three-point line and scored 28 of his 30 points 
in the second half. He hit numerous clutch 
shots as time ticked down in the fourth quarter. 
His most important shot came with just 2.0 
seconds left on the clock as he stuck a three 
with Bulls center Joakim Noah in his face. The 
crowd erupted as Allen’s shot went in, giving 
the Celtics a much need win and tying the 
series at one game apiece heading back to the 
Windy City, Chicago. 


MCTasiises phot: 
Ben Gordon of the Bulls tried to 
avoid a pick set by Celtic center 
Kendrick Perkins while Ray 
Allen uses it to his advantage. 


Never underestimate the 


importance of calisthenics 


By KRISTINA ANDRIOTAKIS 
Correspondent 


With the sports sea- 
son being currently in 
full swing, there are 
plenty of injuries that 
"are waiting to happen. 
They can be caused by 
not stretching before 
practices and games, or 
just from overuse. The 
most common injury is 
one that even if you do 
your best to prevent it, it will happen anyway. 

A muscle pull isn’t caused by not warming 
up, but from strain, overuse, fatigue or taking 
a fall. What happens is that the impact or stress 
causes the muscle to stretch beyond its ability, 


causing some of the fibers to tear. That is a _ 


muscle pull; a muscle tear is much more seri- 
ous, that occurs when most of the fibers tear. 
They tend take up to 6 weeks to heal. 

Other injuries are shin splints, sprained 
ankles and Achilles Tendonitis; all of these 
will put you out of the game for a good long 
while so as to heal properly. 

Many people will try to push themselves 
too hard after an injury, but that only ever suc- 
ceeds in hurting you more. A simple muscle 
pull can turn into a muscle tear, or a sprained 
ankle can heal improperly; causing it to be 
weak all the time, which means there will be a 
lot of falling and pain long after the healing 
process should be done. 

There are many ways to prevent injuries 
like these. Stretching is a very big must, before 
any kind of exercise it’s a good idea to stretch 
your muscles, lunges and toe touches are 


always a good place to start. Starting small is 
another way to prepare your body for activity, 
taking walks or rotating your muscles are fan- 
tastic ways of starting small. Don’t push your- 


self to hard or to far. Runners can be so overly — 
intent on making their goal of so many miles — 


that they ignore the messages their bodies are 
trying to get to them. : 


Tightness, aches, bruising and tenderness — 


are all signs of a muscle injury. Sharp pains in 
the shins and limping could mean shin splints, 


4 


which you can get from running or landing on ~ 
hard surfaces. Shin splints are also a muscle — 


tear. When the foots arch muscle pulls repeat- 


edly or at a fast pace the muscle can pull. away — 


from the shin bone causing bleeding and pain. 
When you’re getting ready for a run, prac- 
tice or a game make sure to stretch and prepare 


your body for the strain and trauma it will sus- 


tain. By doing that you can prevent life long — 


problems and headaches, as well as avoiding 
expensive doctor bills. 


a) Mraee arenes 
Don’t let this happen to you 
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The Jason Bay State 


Biason Bay has 
_ already got people 
_asking... Manny 


who? 


_ By CHRISTIAN STONE 
Sports Editor 


Wise hie: =n 
Jason Bay first 
arrived on the 
Boston scene, 
he had a huge 
pair of shoes to 
fill. More often 
than not, 
Mean n y 
Ramirez is 

-%5 regarded as one 
__ of if not the best hitter in the game of 

baseball. There is no doubt that Bay 
had a lot of pressure put on him when 

he arrived from the Pittsburgh Pirates 
last summer. With Ramirez out the 
proverbial door, it was all up to Bay 

to prove to the baseball world that he 
wasn’t just the best player on the 
worst team in the league. Just 

_ because he was the best player on 
_ Pittsburgh during his tenure there 
_ doesn’t necessarily make him a good 
player, because they were awful. It’s 
kind of like being the smartest person 
with dyslexia, I guess it counts for 
| something but not when you com- 
| pare it to everyone else in the world. 

Nevertheless, after a subtle yet 
| impressive end to last season, Bay 
| has picked up where he’s left off 
_ through the first 18 games on the 
2009 season, with journalists and 
_ fans alike asking themselves; who 

“needs Manny Ramirez? ~~ 
| Bay has been more than solid a 
_ little less than a month into the sea- 
| son, and he couldn’t have picked a 
better time to get hot with David 
Ortiz struggling in the early going. 


He is hitting .316 (18 of 57), with 4 
home ‘runs 16 RBI’s and 15 runs 
scored. He has stolen two bases 
along with being walked 20 times 
raising his on base percentage to 
.494. So on average he tends to get 
on base once in every two at bats. 

If there is one thing that Red Sox 
fans love, it’s a player that does dam- 
age to the rival New York Yankees, 
and Bay was absolutely stellar in 
their last series in which they swept 
the Yankees in a three game series at 
Fenway Park. Bay went 6 for 10 in 
the series with two doubles, a home 
tun, 5 RBI’s and a stolen base. The 
home run he hit came off long time 
Yankee closer Mariano Rivera with 
two outs in the ninth inning of the 
first game of the series with the Sox 
down by two to tie the game. Kevin 
Youkilis would later end the game 
with a walk off home run in the 
eleventh inning. Youkilis would have 
never gotten the chance though had 
Bay not delivered in the clutch in the 
bottom of the ninth inning. By 


Saturday the Yankees were showing 
Bay the respect that only a few hit- 
ters in the game manage, an inten- 
tional walk when representing the 
tying run. Intentional walks in base- 
ball aren’t that rare at all, but the 
golden rule of baseball is that you 
never put the tying run on base if you 
can avoid it. The Yankees saw no 
choice but to take the bat out of 
Bay’s hands by giving him a free 
pass. 

With the team with the exception 
of few off to slow starts and being all 
banged up on the disabled list, Bay 
couldn’t have picked a better time to 
get hot. Clearly he wasn’t just the 
best player on an otherwise horren- 
dous team, Bay is continually prov- 
ing day in and day out that he was 
truly worth getting rid of the over- 
priced but overly talented Ramirez. 
If he keeps up what he’s doing, 
Governor Patrick could change to 
name of Massachusetts to “The Jason 
Bay State”. 


MCTCampus plioto 


Jason Bay working hard for his team all season long. 


He’s not only hitting well, he’s making clutch plays. — 


You can put the 
blame on me 
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Weekly Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


1. Who was the first player to 
win a batting title without hitting 
| a home run? 
2. Who was the first NL baseball 
team to travel by air? 
3. Who is credited with throwing 
the first curveball? 
4. What round was Tom Brady 
selected in the NFL draft? 
5. How many times has North 
Carolina been the No. 1 seed in 
the NCAA tournament? 
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By CHRISTIAN STONE 
Sports Editor 


Although nobody likes to admit when 
they make a mistake, I feel like since I have 
a tiny little box at the bottom of the page here 
I might as well take the opportunity to either 
apologize or clear up the discrepancies that I 
have been (and hayen’t been) responsible for. 

I know Carolyn Daw won’t forgive me if 
I didn’t first start off by correcting the only 
hockey article I’ve ever written. I’m not too 
big into hockey, which is why I probably 
called the L.A. Kings the Sacramento Kings 
of the NBA in the article; “The Trouble with 
Avery”. So my apology to any hockey fans 
out there, for the mistake and for not being 
more enthusiastic about hockey in general. 

Secondly in the last issue of the Observer 
in the article entitled “Red Sox Scandal? 


Probably Not” I made the mistake of calling 
Youkilis, Youkilus. You kill us? In reality it’s 
anything but, once again, my bad. 

Thirdly and by no fault of my own, our 
beloved trivia was replaced with an adver- 
tisement in the April 1, issue. In the same 


area whefe the trivia was supposed to be . 


there was a photo of one of the trainers at the 
school with the caption underneath reading 
“althetic trainer”. It was just a typo and a 
small insignificant error on its own but still a 
mistake that shouldn’t have happened. 

There you have it, if you can think of any 
more mistakes that I may have made, feel 
free to let me hear it. Lord knows I’m not the 
sharpest tool in the shed, I make mistakes 
like the next will too, but before I do leave 
the paper at the end of the semester I had to 
offer this form of a retraction for the mistakes 
I am aware that I’ve made. Be gentle. 


Read the Observer online: 


www.necc.mass.edu/observer 
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Transter your academic aspirations to 
tHe College of Professionad Studies 


™ Generous and flexible credit transfers 
=" Convenient evening, weekend, and online classes 
= Ejght start dates a year 


= Competitive tuition and financial aid for full- and 
part-time students 


www.northeastern.edu/cps 
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Scenes from Spring Jam 


= see =) 


Julie ainey photos 
Students got in the spirit of Spring Jam in Lawrence 
on April 15. 


A variety of games and activities were offered at 
Spring Jam in Haverhill on April 22. 


Wie, 


Observer staff members emerged from behind the comput- 
ers in the newsroom to spend some time outside. 


The “UPS Guy” jamming out with a 
the DJ booth . 


Some students started their own game of hackey 
sack. 


A student sinks a hole-in-one at a putting contest at t 
Spring Jam in Lawrence on April 15. 
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